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PREFACE 

Many  times,  notwithstanding  our  unworthi- 
ness,  we  have  been  invited  to  address  "those 
many  souls  whom  God  wants  to  embrace  the 
religious  life  and  who  know  it  not."  Reluctant 
as  we  are  to  comply  with  such  request,  because 
we  believe  that  when  God  calls  a  soul,  His  voice 
is  mighty  enough  to  dispense  with  a  human 
echo,  we  however  offer  the  following  pages, 
wherein  we  have  tried  to  prove  that  by  listening 
to  God's  call  and  fulfilling  God's  desire,  souls 
merely  bind  themselves  to  the  Duty  of  Happi 
ness,  here-now  and  here-after.  Far  from  en 
deavoring  "to  compel  them  to  come  in,"  we 
simply  tell  them:  "0,  taste  and  see  that  the 
Lord  is  sweet:  blessed  are  those  that  hope  in 
Him."  We  believe  that  this  is  the  only  per 
missible  way  to  awaken  a  vocation  and  to  dis 
play  the  Happiness  of  Duty. 

"To-day,  perhaps  more  than  ever,"  recently 
said  The  Boston  Pilot,  "we  are  dealing  with  the 
problem  of  vocations.  The  field  is  white  in  every 
direction  we  turn  our  eyes,  and  the  pity  of  it  is 
that  we  stand  in  need  of  so  many  priests  and  sis- 
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ters  to  do  the  work  of  harvesting  souls.  One  of 
our  great  communities  of  women  has  been 
obliged  to  decline  within  the  past  year  scores  of 
institutions  because  it  did  not  have  the  sisters  to 
take  charge  of  those  places."  Should  therefore 
this  booklet  be  the  instrument  of  one  vocation, 
we  shall  be  more  than  rewarded. 

We  have  based  our  work  on  Gay's  Esper- 
ance,  on  Newman's  Sermons,  and  on  Faber's 
Conferences.  We  gladly  and  gratefully  credit  to 
them  all  the  fruits  of  life  which  will  be  found  in 
The  Duty  of  Happiness. 

J.  M.  L. 


FOREWORD 

BY  THE  REV.  FRANCIS  FINN,  S.  J. 

Cincinnati,  May  2,  1911. 

My  Dear  Father  Lelen :  I  wish  to  tell  you  how 
very  pleased  I  was  with  your  MSS:  The  Duty 
of  Happiness.  There  are  a  fervor  and  an  elo 
quence  running  throughout  it  which  is  seldom 
found  in  spiritual  books.  Also,  the  literary 
touches,  the  elevated  style,  and  the  excellent 
quotations,  both  poetry  and  prose,  give  it  a 
charm  which  will  cause  it  to  appeal  to  a  large 
class  of  readers  seldom  interested  in  spiritual 
books. 

Finally,  the  subject  itself,  while  most  con 
soling,  has,  so  far  as  I  know,  never  been  handled 
before  in  a  manner  and  style  so  popular. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am 

Yours  in  X°. 

F.  J.  FINN,  S.  J. 
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MY  GOD ! 


I  AM  INTIMATELY  CONVINCED  THAT  TlIOU  DOST  WATCH 
OVEB  ALL  THOSE  WHO  HOPE  IN  TlIEE,  AND  THAT  WE 
CAN  WANT  FOB  NOTHING  WHILST  WE  EXPECT  ALL  FROM 

THEE:  THEREFORE  I  AM  RESOLVED  FROM  HENCEFORTH  TO 
LIVE  WITHOUT  ANXIETY,  AND  TO  CAST  ALL  MY  CARE  UPON 
THEE.  MEN  MAY  TURN  AGAINST  ME;  SICKNESS  MAY 
TAKE  AWAY  MY  STRENGTH  AND  THE  MEANS  OF  SERVING 
THEE  ;  I  MAY  EVEN  LOSE  THY  GRACE  BY  SIN  ;  BUT  I  WILL 

NEVER  LOSE  MY  HOPE.  I  WILL  KEEP  IT  EVEN  TO  THE  LAST 
MOMENT  OF  MY  LIFE;  AND  ALL  THE  DEMONS  IN  HELL 
SHALL  TRY  IN  VAIN  TO  TEAR  IT  FROM  ME.  OTHERS  MAY 
LOOK  FOR  HAPPINESS  FROM  THEIR  RICHES  OR  THEIR  TAL 
ENTS  ;  THEY  MAY  RELY  UPON  THE  INNOCENCE  OF  THEIR 
LIVES,  THE  RIGOR  OF  THEIR  PENANCE,  THE  NUMBER  OF 
THEIR  GOOD  WORKS,  OR  THE  FAVOR  OF  THEIR  PRAYERS  J 
BUT  FOB  ME,  O  LORD,  MY  CONFIDENCE  SHALL  BE  MY  CON 
FIDENCE  ITSELF.  THIS  CONFIDENCE  HAS  NEVER  DE 
CEIVED  ANY  ONE.  NO  ONE  HATH  HOPED  IN  THE  LORD 
AND  BEEN  PUT  TO  SHAME.  I  AM  SURE,  THEN,  THAT  I 
SHALL  BE  ETERNALLY  HAPPY,  BECAUSE  I  HOPE  FIRMLY 
TO  BE  SO,  AND  IT  IS  FROM  THEE,  O  LORD,  THAT  I  HOPE 
IT.  I  KNOW  THAT  I  AM  FRAIL  AND  CHANGEABLE  ;  I  KNOW 
THE  POWER  OF  TEMPTATION  AGAINST  VIRTUES  THE  MOST 
FIRMLY  BASED  ;  I  HAVE  SEEN  THE  STARS  OF  HEAVEN  AND 
THE  PILLARS  OF  THE  FIRMAMENT  FALL;  BUT  NOT  EVEN 
THIS  CAN  MAKE  ME  FEAR.  As  LONG  AS  I  HOPE,  I  AM 
SAFE  FROM  EVERY  EVIL,  AND  I  AM  SURE  OF  ALWAYS  HOP 
ING,  BECAUSE  I  HOPE  FOR  THIS  UNCHANGING  HOPE.  IN 
FINE,  I  AM  SURE  THAT  I  CAN  NOT  HOPE  TOO  MUCH  IN 

THEE;  AND  THAT  I  CAN  NOT  OBTAIN  LESS  THAN  I  HOPE 
FOB  FROM  THEE.  THUS  I  HOPE  THAT  THOU  WILT  UP 
HOLD  ME  IN  THE  GREATEST  DANGERS,  PROTECT  ME  IN 
THE  MOST  VIOLENT  ASSAULTS,  AND  MAKE  MY  WEAKNESS 
TRIUMPH  OVER  MY  MOST  FORMIDABLE  ENEMIES.  I  HOPE 

THAT  THOU  WILT  LOVE  ME  ALWAYS,  AND  THAT  I  ALSO 
SHALL  LOVE  THEE  WITH  UNFAILING  LOVE  ;  AND  TO  CARRY 
MY  HOPE  AT  ONCE  AS  FAR  AS  IT  CAN  GO,  I  HOPE  FOR  THEE 
FROM  THYSELF,  MY  CREATOR,  BOTH  IN  TIME  AND  ETER 
NITY. 


The  Duty  of  Happiness 


PART  I. 

HOPE  AND  HAPPINESS  IN  THE  RE 
LIGIOUS  LIFE. 

1.  Hope  is  the  Soul  of  Human  Life.  It  seems 
that  were  the  sun  no  longer  to  give  us  heat  and 
light,  existence  in  this  world  were  impossible. 
However,  we  could  live  more  easily  without  the 
sun  than  without  hope. 

"Our  greatest  good  and  what  we  can  least  spare 
Is  hope." 

Hope  is  the  deepest,  the  most  absolute,  the  most 
constant,  the  most  universal  of  all  our  wants. 

"Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast. 
Man  never  is,  but  always  to  be  blest." 

Where  there  is  hope  there  is  life;  where  hope 
languishes  all  gives  way;  where  hope  dies  all 
becomes  frozen  and  still  as  death.  "Where 
there  is  no  hope  there  can  be  no  endeavor." 
Hope  is  a  spur  to  all  our  enterprises,  a  stay  in 
all  our  labors,  a  source  of  patience,  an  aroma 
without  which  even  our  joys  turn  into  vexation 
and  disappointment: 

"Hence  the  most  vital  movement  mortals  feel 
Is  hope,  the  balm  and  life-blood  of  the  soul." 

9 


THE  DUTY  OF  HAPPINESS 

If  hope  did  not  smile  at  our  birth,  cursed  should 
be  the  coming  of  the  new-born  babe  into  the 
world;  and  if  its  sweet  ray  did  not  gild  our 
grave,  none,  except  the  very  few  who  die  with 
out  having  been  loved,  could  die  without  causing 
others  to  die  of  sorrow. 

"Auspicious  hope!   In  thy  sweet  garden  grow 
Wreaths  for  each  toil,  a  charm  for  every  woe!" 

Always  and  everywhere  we  need  hope;  we  like 
even  its  shadow ;  and  rather  than  have  none,  we 
accept  even  that  proposed  by  illusions.  A  sad 
resource  assuredly  is  vain  hope;  it  is,  however, 
less  sad  than  despair.  Moreover,  if  we  speak 
of  the  very  root  of  our  hope,  and  of  that  invin 
cible  instinct  which  makes  us  believe  in  future 
good  and  happiness,  this  is  never,  absolutely 
speaking,  deceptive  and  false;  no,  it  is  not  even 
then  ' '  the  dream  of  those  that  wake ; ' '  for  such 
instinct  is  right  in  itself;  it  answers  a  law;  it 
is  the  echo  of  the  Divine  Will ;  and  if  man,  in 
what  state  soever  he  be,  followed  it  legitimately 
(all  things  being  providentially  disposed  as  they 
are  now),  he  could  ascend  the  blessed  summit 
where  God  has  placed  our  last  end.  The  fact 
is  that  hope  belongs  to  the  essence  of  our  earthly 
life;  the  place  " irrevocably  dark"  from  which 
it  is  forever  banished  is  hell ;  for 

"Where   peace 

And  rest  can  never  dwell,  hope  never  comes 
That  comes  to  all." 

2.    It  was  impossible  that  hope  should  not 
have  played  a  considerable  part  in  the  polity 
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of  the  Christian  religion.  The  natural  order 
contains  no  power  that  Christianity  does  not 
recognize,  accept,  consecrate,  and  employ.  It 
could  not  neglect  this  force  which  is  the  main 
spring  of  all  others.  But  it  has  done  for  it 
what  it  has  done  for  all  things  else ;  in  appropri 
ating  it,  it  has  divinely  transformed  and  en 
nobled  its  object,  enlarged  its  horizon,  strength 
ened  its  basis,  and  increased  its  capacity.  It  has 
put  into  it  bright  shoots  of  everlastingness  and 
elements  of  divineness.  The  very  substance  of 
God,  that  is,  His  life,  glory,  bliss,  has  become 
through  Christ  the  regular  daily  bread  that 
satisfies  this  hunger  for  happiness  which  we  feel 
so  keenly.  Thus  constituting  Himself  as  the 
proper  object  of  our  hope,  He  has  made  Him 
self  the  Guarantor  of  it.  Placing  Himself  as 
the  perfect  Bliss  wherein  all  our  desires  shall 
find  their  actualness,  He  has  willed  that  we  take 
Him  as  our  Helper,  so  that  we  may  derive  di 
rectly  from  Him  the  boldness  to  aim  at  our 
destiny,  the  courage  to  march  towards  it  not 
withstanding  the  length  and  difficulties  of  the 
way,  and  the  strength  sufficient  to  attain  it.1 


i  Although  hope  has  God  for  its  immediate  object,  still, 
since  it  implies  a  good  not  yet  possessed,  it  involves  im 
perfection,  and  therefore,  like  faith,  which  involves  im 
perfect  vision,  hope  will  have  no  existence  in  heaven. 
Some  indeed  have  thought  that  the  blessed  hope  for  a 
continuance  of  their  beatitude,  and  for  the  resurrection 
of  their  bodies.  But  as  St.  Thomas  points  out,  the  blessed 
enjoy  eternal  life  which  transcends  the  distinctions  of 
past,  present,  and  future ;  the  resurrection  of  their  bodies 
is  an  assured  certainty,  and  therefore  can  not  be  matter 
for  hope,  the  object  of  which  is  the  good  which  is  diffi 
cult  of  attainment. 
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3.  Again,  0!  the  happy  and  admirable  de 
vice,  God  has  made  hope  an  obligatory  law.  This 
irresistible  need,  this  craving  of  our  heart,  He 
has  raised  to  the  height  of  an  obligation  of  con 
science!  It  seems  it  had  been  sufficient  that 
God  might  have  permitted  us  to  hope  in  Him; 
and  what  a  grace  it  would  have  been !  No  moral 
merit,  no  human  heroism,  could  purchase  the 
favor  of  being  able  to  hope  for  any  share  what 
ever  in  the  Divine  Life.  When  the  personal  joy 
of  God  was  offered  to  man,  not  only  the  desire 
of  it  had  to  excite  in  us  a  most  ardent  longing, 
but  hope  had  to  spring  up  naturally  from  the 
offer  made  to  us.  God,  however,  did  not  depend 
on  that  natural  desire:  He  gave  on  this  matter 
a  formal  precept.  The  wording  of  it  is  not 
contained,  it  is  true,  in  that  authentic  summary 
of  the  Law  which  we  call  the  Decalogue.  It  is 
the  same  with  the  precept  of  hope  as  with  that 
of  faith ;  of  neither  does  the  Decalogue  state  any 
express  obligation.  But  what  the  Decalogue 
does  not  mention,  God  makes  known  to  us  in 
many  passages  of  the  Holy  Scriptures;  the 
Church  has  always  taught;  and  as  we  have  to 
believe  in,  and  to  love,  God,  so  we  have  also  to 
hope  in  Him ;  and  this  under  pain  of  losing  Him, 
which  is  the  same  thing  as  to  lose  all  and  to  lose 
oneself.  "Men,"  says  Dr.  Richards,  "are  fre 
quently  tempted  against  hope,  and  lose  confi 
dence  in  the  desire  of  God  for  their  salvation, 
because  they  feel  that  they  are  altogether  un 
worthy  of  His  grace  and  special  compassion, 
and  that  their  sinfulness  and  negligence  must 
repel  rather  than  attract  His  mercy.  But  this 
12 
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want  of  trust  in  His  Goodness  is  in  itself  an  act 
of  negligence,  for  God  not  only  invites  our  con 
fidence,  but  even  commands  us  to  trust  to  His 
mercy,  as  being  able  and  willing  to  overcome 
all  obstacles  and  hindrances  to  our  salvation  and 
sanctification.  'If  our  hearts  condemn  us,  God 
is  greater  than  our  hearts,'  says  St.  John.  "We 
may  not  be  able  to  analyze  our  motives  and  de 
termine  the  merit  or  demerit  of  our  deeds,  but 
all  these  things  are  plain  to  the  Wisdom  of  God, 
and  were  in  the  mind  of  our  Divine  Lord  when 
He  offered  Himself  for  us  on  the  Cross.  Our 
way  may  seem  difficult  when  we  consider  our 
weakness,  but  we  should  remember  the  words  of 
Holy  Scripture:  'Commit  thy  way  unto  the 
Lord,  and  He  shall  bring  it  to  pass.'  To  place 
ourselves,  such  as  we  are,  with  all  our  sins  and 
deficiencies,  at  the  feet  of  our  Lord,  and  to  beg 
His  mercy  with  confidence,  is  our  duty,  even  if 
we  feel  we  do  not  deserve  it,  as  our  right  to  it 
is  founded  solely  on  God's  promise  and  mercy, 
and  in  no  way  on  our  merit.  To  do  our  duty 
is  always  pleasing  to  God,  and  to  this  particular 
duty  of  confidence  in  His  mercy  is  attached  a 
special  promise  of  protection  and  help :  '  Because 
he  hath  hoped  in  Me  I  will  deliver  him.'  Even 
for  the  sinner,  then,  to  hope  in  God  is  not  pre 
sumption,  nor  is  it  useless,  for  it  was  to  save 
sinners  that  Christ  came  into  the  world ;  and  He 
not  only  invites,  but  commands  us  to  have  con 
fidence  in  His  power  and  will  to  save  to  the 
uttermost." 

4.    In  this  imperative  form  with  which  God 
has  clad  His  Will,  His  Goodness  shines  more 
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than  His  Dignity  •  but  in  an  enterprise  on  which 
all  our  happiness  depends,  He  has  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  to  take  every  precaution 
against  our  weakness.  However  certain  and 
broad  a  permission  might  have  been,  had  it  been 
transformed  into  an  invitation,  it  would  not  have 
been  really  sufficient.  And  how  can  we  doubt 
this,  when  so  often  a  law  is  not  enough? 

5.  A  law  is  never  enough  if  it  remain  apart 
from  love.     It  has  not  in  itself  the  strength  to 
bring  anything  to  perfection.     We  need  hope 
and  we  are  ever  inclined  to  hope,  yes;  but  the 
ways  of  life  are  often  slopes  that  lead  to  dis 
trust.    God  had  then  to  rectify  our  ways.    Easy 
was  it,   if  the  happiness  proposed  to  us  were 
chiefly  natural  and  physical;  but  this  happiness 
being   spiritual,   transcendental,   heavenly,    and 
lying  in  the  future,  He  had  to  enforce  it.     He 
had  to  modify  our  nature,  turn  it  toward  His 
end,  adjust  it  to  His  law,  create  in  it  higher  ap 
titudes  and  tastes:  in  a  word,  His  divine  grace 
had  to  accompany  and  vivify  the  precept. 

6.  His  divine  grace  has  come:    God  gave  it 
to  man  in  intimating  to  him  the  law  of  hope, 
and  for  us  who  are  Christians  He  has  put  it  in 
the  law  itself.     It  is  the  grace  which,  flowing 
into  us  in  the  sweet  and  holy  mystery  of  our 
justification,  becomes  thereby  the  virtue  of  hope. 
Thus  this  supernatural  hope  which  God  wants 
us  to  have  in  Him  He  creates  in  our  soul. 

7.  I  said  that  natural  hope  is  the  soul  of 
human  life.     But  then  hope  which  is  given  us 
in  Baptism  is  the  soul  of  Christian  life;  for  the 
first  of  these  two  lives  is  the  foreshadowing  of 
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the  other.  All  Christian  acts  suppose  Christian 
hope.  Its  measure  within  us  is  that  of  the  ac 
tivity  of  grace  in  our  soul,  and  therefore  of  our 
merits.  There  is  not  a  single  sin  which  does 
not  imply  a  lack  of  hope.  0 !  what  a  virtue, 
what  a  world  of  virtues!  What  a  source  of 
glory!  But  how  rare  the  souls  in  whom  this 
virtue  is  formed  and  fully  matured!  To  look 
at  it  in  theory,  it  appears  simple  and  easy;  in 
practice  it  is  difficult  and  its  exercise  demands 
great  labor.  "Hope's  counterfeit,"  says  New 
man,  "is  easy  when  we  are  young,  when  we  still 
think  that  to  know  right  is  to  will  right;  and 
that  to  will  once  is  to  will  forever;  but  hope's 
reality  is  hard  when  we  are  older,  when  we  have 
learnt  the  wide  differences  between  these  things, 
when  time  after  time  we  have  been  beaten  back 
almost  to  the  very  starting  point,  and  when  the 
distant  hills  of  our  early  ideals  look  farther  and 
more  inaccessible  than  ever;  still  more,  when 
from  knowledge  of  ourselves  and  from  others 
this  defeat  of  our  hopes  is  felt  to  be  the  result 
of  almost  natural  causes,  whether  working  in 
our  own  nature  or  in  the  nature  of  things  around 
us.  'Was  not  ignorance,'  we  ask,  'the  ignorance 
of  an  untaught  mind,  stranger  to  the  notion  of 
law,  confident  in  the  omnipotence  of  free-will, 
the  parent  of  our  crude  hopes?  Is  it  not  ruth 
less  knowledge,  bitter  experience,  that  has 
strangled  them?'  Our  first  repentances  and  re 
coveries  are  easy  and  hopeful,  for  we  know  not 
how  sin  has  injured  us  and  poisoned  our  will; 
our  next,  more  difficult,  less  hopeful;  and  so  of 
the  successive  efforts,  until  at  last  the  strongest 
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stimulus  can  elicit  from  us  no  more  than  some 
sluggish  response  like  a  faint  stirring  of  a  life 
flickering  out.7' 

8.  The  religious  state  is  doubtless  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  extensive  fields  opened  by  God 
for  the  cultivation  of  this  most  noble  virtue  of 
hope.     To  embrace  such  a  holy  state  is  already 
to  give  proof  of  having  great  hope;  a  greater 
still  when  the  religious  fixes  himself  in  this  state 
by  the  three  vows,  for  one  of  the  principal  beau 
ties,  one  of  the  chief  attestations  of  the  moral 
virtues  of  the  vows  is  precisely  the  heroic  hope 
which  they  involve.    But  if  so  vigorous  a  hope 
is   needed   to   lay   the   foundation,   how   much 
stronger  still  must  it  be  to  raise  the  building! 
As  God  has  honored  you  with  so  high  a  voca 
tion,  and  has  given  you  by  this  favor  an  evident 
sign  of  His  predilection,  and  as  you  are  to  the 
spirits  of  darkness  a  cause  of  bitter  jealousy, 
it  is  somewhat  necessary  that  since  the  benedic 
tions  of  Heaven  fall  like  a  shower  upon  you, 
so  temptation  also  should  roar  around  you  like 
a  storm.    Now,  your  firmness  in  resisting  temp 
tation,  and  your  vigor  in  working  out  your  sal 
vation,  depend,  above  all,  on  your  hope. 

9.  It  is  then  necessary  to  treat  of  this  virtue 
which  with  the  holy  fear  of  God  must  sustain 
and  regulate  the  inward  movement  of  your  life 
towards  the  perfection  of  your  state  and  your 
last  end.     There  is  no  subject  on  which  I  wish 
to  speak  to  you  with  greater  exactitude  and 
deeper  earnestness.    My  purpose  here  is  to  com 
municate  to  you  the  great  supernatural  strength 
and  to  light  up  in  you  ' '  the  sacred  fire. ' r    Doubt- 
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less,  this  fire  is  that  of  divine  love ;  but  love  here 
below  lives  in  aspiring  and  searching  more  and 
more,  in  striving  and  conquering  ever  more  and 
more ;  and  hope  is  the  means  of  this  conquering 
activity.  In  fine,  I  have  to  reveal  to  you  the 
very  Heart  of  God,  for  it  is  in  the  depth  of  this 
Divine  Heart  that  Christian  Hope  has  its  roots. 
And  who  am  I,  0  God,  to  make  known  Thy 
Sacred  Heart,  I  who  am  unworthy  even  to  lift 
up  my  eyes  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  those  rays 
which  descend  so  mercifully  on  my  darkness. 
And  yet  this  work  has  to  be  done,  and  with 
God's  grace  I  shall  try  to  carry  it  out.  In  fact, 
when  can  we  hope  more  surely  for  God's  grace 
than  when,  for  the  sake  of  His  greater  glory,  we 
intend  to  make  Divine  Hope  more  known,  loved, 
and  practiced? 

10.  We  shall  set  forth  the  grounds  of  Chris 
tian  Hope;  after  which  summing  up  the  quali 
ties  of  this  virtue,  we  shall  thereby  explain  the 
numerous,  varied,  and  exquisite  duties  that  it 
implies,  and  the  peaceful  and  happy  state  in 
which  it  sets  the  children  of  God  on  earth. 
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PART  II. 

THE  GROUNDS  OF  HOPE  AND  HAP 
PINESS. 

1.1.  First,  it  is  important  to  state  precisely 
the  question  and  to  determine  exactly  the  object 
of  Christian  Hope.  The  object  of  Christian 
Hope  is  that  real,  full,  positive,  eternal  share 
in  the  essential  life  of  God  which  we  call  eternal 
bliss,  glory,  salvation ;  it  is  also  the  means  which 
are  necessary  or  useful  to  reach  such  divine 
bliss:  some  belonging  exclusively  to  the  super 
natural  order,  some  related  to  it  by  the  blessing 
which  God  gives  them  and  the  direction  He  im 
presses  on  them.  These  are  the  objects  which 
the  divine  law  commands  us  to  hope  for  from 
God. 

12.  This  principle  being  laid  down,  we  say 
that  there  are  three  divine  grounds  of  Christian 
hope:  the  nature  of  God,  His  words,  and  His 
pledges;  His  nature  which  we  must  regard  here 
as  inspiring  and  regulating  His  conduct  towards 
us ;  His  words  which  here  are  His  promises  made 
to  us;  His  pledges  which  are  the  foretaste  of 
the  happiness  He  has  in  store  for  us. 

13.  We  are  creatures,  that  is,  we  have  with 
God  relations   which  are   essential,   immediate, 
and  incessant.     Our  whole  being  depends  upon 
Him  and  has  reference  to  Him.     To  live  is  to 
deal  with  God.     From  the  viewpoint  of  salva- 
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tion,  we  consider  the  beginning  of  our  life  as 
the  beginning  of  a  business  between  God  and 
our  soul.  Somehow  our  soul  is  more  interested 
in  it  than  God,  for  her  salvation  is  at  stake. 
But  the  investment  of  God  is  greater:  His  love 
which  begins  all,  His  glory  which  crowns  all. 
Still,  God  in  this  matter  does  nothing  alone ;  and 
if  the  soul  does  not  fulfill  her  duty  to  Him,  if 
she  does  not  use  her  liberty  righteously,  she  goes 
into  bankruptcy.  The  glory  of  God  is  not  frus 
trated  by  it,  but  as  to  the  unfaithful  soul,  she 
is  forever  deprived  of  the  share  she  might  have 
enjoyed  in  His  glory. 

14.  Nevertheless,  it  is  evident  that  in  this 
affair,  the  salvation  of  His  creatures,  God  re 
mains  the  prime  Mover  and  Doer:  and  if  there 
is  no  irreverence  in  applying  to  Him  qualifica 
tions  which  are  human,  we  may  say  that  He  is 
at  once  a  Contriver,  a  Founder,  a  Promoter. 

15.  Now  what  we  consider  first  in  any  enter 
prise  between  two  parties;  what  we  must  know, 
either  to  start  or  continue  it,  what  ensures  zeal, 
patience,  and  confidence,  are  the  moral  charac 
ter  and  the  material  means  of  our  partner.    Will 
this  associate  of  mine  be  able  to  do  what  he 
wishes?     Will  he  wish  what  he  is  able  to  do? 
What  he  wants  and  what  he  can  do,  will  he  wish 
it  always?     Is  he  rich,  skillful,  faithful?     Can 
I  trust  in  Him  ? 

16.  All  these  questions  naturally  arise  be 
tween  us  and  our   Creator  from  the  moment 
when,   in  concert  with  us,   He  makes  Himself 
our  Savior.     If  the  reply  to  these  questions  is 
perfectly  satisfactory,  it  is  clear  that  we  must 
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hope;  if  it  is  more  than  satisfactory,  if  con 
taining  absolute  affirmations,  it  brings  to  us  in 
finite  securities;  our  hope  must  then  rise  to  its 
supreme  height.  What  here  is  the  fact? 

17.  I  said  that  the  nature  of  God  is  the  first 
support  of  hope.     In  man,  nature  is  one  thing, 
character    is    another,    and    resources    another. 
But  what  is  divided  in  man  is  perfectly  united 
in  God.     God  is  in  His  Conduct  what  He  is  in 
His  Essence ;  and  what  He  has,  what  He  can  do 
is  still  what  He  is ;  for  in  Him  all  is  Being,  and 
this  Being  is  Himself.    So  that  in  order  to  know 
what  interests  us  in  this  matter,  we  have  only 
to  consider  the  Nature  of  God. 

18.  We  should  be  wanting  in  discretion  or 
kindness  towards  human  reason,  if  we  asked  her 
the  degree  of  confidence  inspired  in  men  by  the 
God  she  proposes  to  them.    Dryden  said  it : 

"Dim  as  the  borrowed  beams  of  moon  and  stars 
To  lonely,  weary,  wandering  travelers — 
Is  reason  to  the  soul:  and  as  on  high 
Those  rolling  fires  discover  but  the  sky, 
Not  light  us  here;  so  reason's  glimmering  ray 
Was  lent,  not  to  assure  our  doubtful  way, 
But  guide  us  upward  to  a  better  day. 
And  as  those  nightly  tapers  disappear 
When  day's  bright  lord  ascends  our  hemisphere, 
So  pale  grows  Reason  at  Religion's  sight; 
So  dies,  and  so  dissolves  in  supernatural  light." 

We  know  what  beautiful,  true,  touching  words 
may  be  said  on  God  by  philosophers;  they  may 
soar  to  very  lofty  heights,  especially  when, 
though  setting  aside  all  positive  revelation,  they 
remain  forcibly  and  unconsciously  impregnated 
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with  supernatural  light.  It  is  the  case  of  Mod 
ernists  ;  it  is  also  the  case  of  Apostates ;  the  light 
of  Baptism  still  sheds  around  them  the  light 
of  many  Christian  truths;  they  can  not  com 
pletely  withdraw  themselves  from  nineteen  cen 
turies  of  Christianity:  it  is  too  late,  the  world 
is  too  old;  they  have  everywhere  an  untold 
number  of  heavenly  irradiations.  But  wide  as 
may  be  our  concessions  in  theory,  what  is,  in 
practice,  the  manner  of  hope  that  reason,  human 
reason,  can  give  us?  What  does  she  know  of 
God  ?  Taking  the  world  as  it  is,  with  those  deep 
depths  dug  by  the  fact  that  we  have  a  soul ;  with 
those  currents,  so  gloomy,  so  sad,  so  dreadful, 
which  since  the  birth  of  sin  course  through  us 
in  all  directions,  does  not  human  reason  find 
herself  face  to  face  with  problems  she  is  unable 
to  solve?  And  when  using  constant,  obvious, 
universal,  unexplained  data  as  a  basis  of  in 
ductions,  she  seeks  to  discover  the  character  of 
that  Invisible  Being  which  she  hails  as  the  First 
Cause  and  makes  accountable  for  all  that  passes 
around  us,  does  she  not  remain  powerless  to  en 
courage  our  hearts?  We  must  acknowledge  it: 
the  words  of  human  reason  in  the  question  of 
our  relations  with  God  are  not  words  of  peace, 
nor  of  filial  confidence.  "When  once  the  land 
of  revelation  is  deserted,'7  says  Kant,  "we  are 
forced  to  recognize  that  neither  nature  nor  rea 
son  oblige  us  to  believe  in  a  God  of  love. ' '  And 
Renan:  "Those  alone  come  to  find  the  secret 
of  life,  who  know  how  to  stifle  their  sadness  and 
to  do  without  hope!"  This  is  as  though  they 
would  say  that  the  secret  of  life  consists  in  know- 
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ing  how  to  renounce  life;  it  can  not  be  more 
clearly  asserted  that  man  is  the  slave,  the  apos 
tle,  the  instrument  of  that  everlasting  desper 
ate  demon  who  rules  the  empire  of  death.1 

19.  How  different  is  the  word  of  Christian 
Revelation!  Our  God  is  no  longer  unknown. 
Keeping  His  impenetrable  depth,  His  inacces 
sible  height,  and  His  majestic  and  necessary  in 
comprehensibility,  He  speaks  of  Himself,  He 
describes  Himself  in  human  language.  His 
Eternal  Son  becomes  His  witness  among  us. 
Jesus  tells  us  of  His  Father,  whom  He  always 
beholds.  He  comes,  He  lives,  He  dies  to  make 
Him  known  to  us.  And  what  does  He  tell  us 
of  Him?  First  of  all,  that  His  Father  is  the 
Infinite  King  having  absolute  dominion  over  all 
things.  He  is  the  Supreme  Power.  He  is 
greater,  higher,  stronger  than  all.  He  estab 
lishes  a  vast  system  of  laws,  or  rather  one  uni 
versal  law  to  rule  His  beautiful  creation.  He 
is  essentially  free.  He  wills  what  He  wills  only 
because  He  wills  it;  and  what  He  wills  is  al 
ways  easy  for  Him  to  execute ;  nothing  can  oblige 
Him  to  recoil,  nothing  can  stop  Him;  nothing 
troubles  Him.  All  fails  that  is  attempted 

1  "To  those  who  pride  themselves  on  the  superior  wis 
dom  of  agnostic  unbelief,  all  is  uncertainty.  At  times 
their  attitude  of  doubtful  reserve  may  admit  a  faint  glim 
mer  of  eternal  hope,  but  only  to  be  overshadowed  by  their 
uncertainty  of  awe-inspiring  eternal  issues,  over  which 
their  agnostic  attitude  admits  no  hope  of  control.  Their 
misfortunes  and  their  sorrows  are  deepened,  and  all  their 
happiness  is  darkened  by  a  shadow  from  the  unfathomed 
abyss  of  gloom  and  uncertainty  beyond  the  narrow  con 
fines  of  the  present  life.  Theirs  is  a  philosophy  without 
certainty ;  theirs,  too,  a  philosophy  without  hope."— 
EGGEE. 
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against  His  wisdom ;  all  yields  to  His  authority ; 
all  gives  way  to  His  good  pleasure.  What  man 
raises  as  obstacles  He  changes  into  means; 
nothing  serves  His  designs  so  effectually  as  the 
hindrances  which  are  put  in  His  way.  He 
makes  the  night  to  be  the  harbinger  of  day; 
He  constrains  the  Devil  to  aid  Him  in  the  sal 
vation  of  men ;  He  makes  mankind  adore  Him 
when  he  is  clad  with  a  garb  of  shame;  He  wins 
the  world  with  a  Cross.  Such  is  He  on  Whom 
depends  our  salvation,  He  of  Whom  we  have 
to  receive  all  grace,  He  Who  makes  it  a  precept 
to  hope  in  Him.  If  between  Him  and  us  there 
arise  a  shadow  of  distrust,  never  at  least  ought 
it  to  come  from  the  fear  of  finding  Him  without 
power.  "0  God,  Thy  power  is  at  hand  when 
Thou  wilt. ' '  (Wisdom  12,  18. )  "  There  is  none 
that  can  resist  Thy  will,  if  Thou  determine  to 
save  Isreal."  (Esther  13,  9.) 

20.  Furthermore,  God,  besides  being  the  Ab 
solute  Sovereignty,  is  also  unbounded  goodness, 
or  rather  Goodness  itself.  This  is  another  per 
fection  of  His  Being,  another  feature  of  His 
Character,  and  consequently  another  reason  why 
we  should  hope  in  Him. 

Yes,  God  is  good:  in  earth  and  sky, 

From  ocean-depths  and  spreading  wood, 

Ten  thousand  voices  seem  to  cry, 

"God  made  us  all,  and  God  is  good." 

The  sun  that  keeps  his  trackless  way, 
And  downward  pours  his  golden  flood, 

Night's  sparkling  hosts,  all  seem  to  say, 
In  accents  clear  that  God  is  good. 
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The  merry  birds  prolong  the  strain, 

Their  song  with  every  spring  renewed; 

And  balmy  air,  and  falling  rain, 

Each  softly  whisper,  "God  is  good." 

I  hear  it  in  the  rushing  breeze; 

The  hills  that  have  for  ages  stood; 
The  echoing  sky,  and  roaring  seas, 

All  swell  the  chorus,  "God  is  good." 

Yes,  God  is  good,  all  Nature  says, 

By  God's  own  hand  with  speech  endued; 

And  man,  in  louder  notes  of  praise, 

Should  sing  for  joy  that  "God  is  good." 

God  is  good  inasmuch  as  He  is  all  Goodness 
that  can  be  conceived  and  desired.  He  is  good 
as  He  is  the  most  giving  and  the  most  given  of 
beings.  He  is  good  inasmuch  as  in  giving  Him 
self  interiorly  by  essence  and  from  all  eternity, 
He  gives  Himself  freely  and  exteriorly  in  those 
numberless  degrees  which  are  the  measures  of 
life,  beauty,  and  bliss  imparted  to  His  creatures. 
He  is  good  as  none  else  can  be.  "None  is  good 
but  One,  that  is  God/'  said  Christ  Himself. 
(Mark  10,1s.)1 


*God  is  so  good  that  the  very  idea  of  goodness  has 
penetrated  His  name.  According  to  Minshew,  the  Eng 
lish  God,  the  Dutch  Goed,  the  German  Gott,  the  Swedish 
Gud,  all  come  from  the  Gothic  word  Goth,  which  means 
Good,  or  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  Godian,  which  means 
Helper.  The  Latin  nations  use  a  word  which  means  the 
One  Who  Is,  but  they  are  careful  to  qualify  Him  always 
with  the  word  Good.  Even  Carlyle  admits  that  Goodness 
is  another  name  for  Godhead.  "For  the  rest,"  he  says, 
"let  thy  vain  struggle  to  read  the  mystery  of  the  Infinite 
cease  to  harass  us.  It  is  a  mystery  which,  through  all 
ages,  we  shall  only  read  here  a  line  of,  there  another  line 
of.  Do  we  not  already  know  that  the  name  of  the  In 
finite  is  Good,  is  God?  Here  on  earth  we  are  as  soldiers, 
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21.  Moreover,  "God  is  Love."  (1  John  4,  8.) 

God  is  Love;  the  heavens  tell  it 

Through  their  glorious  orbs  of  light, 

In  that  glad  and  golden  language 
Speaking  to  us  day  and  night, 

Their  great  story, 
God  is  Love  and  God  is  Light. 

And  the  teeming  earth  rejoices 

In  that  message  from  above, 
With  ten  thousand  thousand  voices 

Telling  back,  from  hill  and  grove, 
Her  glad  story, 

God  is  Might  and  God  is  Love. 

Through  these  anthems  of  creation, 
Struggling  up  with  gentle  strife, 

Christian  songs  of  Christ's  salvation 
To  the  world,  with  blessings  rife, 

Tell  their  story, 
God  is  Love  and  God  is  Life. 

Up  to  Him  let  each  aifection 

Duly  rise,  and  round  Him  move; 

Our  whole  lives  one  resurrection 
To  the  life  of  life  above; 

One  glad  story, 
God  is  Life  and  God  is  Love. 

Intrinsically,  charity  and  goodness  are  the  same 
thing ;  but  for  us  the  idea  of  charity  adds  some 
thing  to  the  idea  of  goodness;  it  applies  and 
appropriates  it.  Goodness  is  a  treasure;  love 
is  the  hand  that  draws  from  it  and  gives  away. 

fighting  in  a  foreign  land,  that  understand  not  the  plan  of 
the  campaign,  and  have  no  need  to  understand  it ;  seeing 
well  what  is  at  our  hand  to  be  done.  Let  us  do  it  like 
soldiers,  with  submission,  with  courage,  with  a  heroic 
joy." 
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St.  Denys  expresses  thus  the  difference:  "Di 
vine  Love,"  he  says,  "is  the  first  cause  of  all 
that  is  good  in  beings.  Eternal  as  Goodness 
in  the  midst  of  which  it  lives,  and  not  suffering 
its  native  fecundity  to  remain  inactive,  it  has 
persuaded  Goodness  to  exercise  its  sovereign 
power,  and  incited  by  it,  Goodness  has  created 
the  Universe."  God's  Goodness  is  then  fraught 
with  Love.  His  Goodness  inspires  His  Love  to 
love  even  those  that  are  to  be;  whence  it  is  that 
creatures  begin  to  exist.  But  if  God  loves  even 
those  that  still  lie  in  futurity,  with  what  love 
does  He  love  those  who  are !  With  what  ardent 
energy  does  He  not  wish  to  see  His  living  work 
finished,  made  happy,  answering  in  every  point 
to  the  eternal  concept  that  He  has  had  of  it, 
and  attaining  the  end  for  which  He  gave  it  ex 
istence!  0  my  God,  what  a  sweet  mystery!  a 
mystery  which  explaining  all,  remains  itself  in 
explicable,  and  which,  defying  all  explanation, 
blinds  and  dazzles  us  with  the  most  resplendent 
evidence!  God  is  Love,  God  loves  us!  To  be 
and  to  love  us  are  to  Him  the  self -same  thing, 
nay,  a  necessity.  Is  not  hope  then  a  duty  for 
us  all?  Can  our  hope  ever  become  too  great? 
Can  we  ever  find  an  excuse  to  despair?  Can 
we  not  say  with  the  poet? — 

"God  's  in  His  heaven, 
All's    well    with    the    world." 

"He  leadeth  me!     O  blessed  thought! 
O  words  with  heavenly  comfort  fraught! 
Whatever  I  do,  where'er  I  be, 
Still  'tis  God's  hand  that  leadeth  me. 
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"Sometimes  'mid  scenes  of  deepest  gloom, 
Sometimes  where  Eden's  bowers  bloom, 
By  waters  still,  o'er  troubled  sea, 
Still  't  is  His  hand  that  leadeth  me. 

"Lord,  I  would  clasp  Thy  hand  in  mine, 
Nor  ever  murmur  nor  repine — 
Content,  whatever  lot  I  see, 
Since  't  is  my  God  that  leadeth  me." 

22.  You  will  say:  there  is  sin.  Alas!  it  is 
true,  sin  is  everywhere,  and  everywhere  it  be 
comes  a  problem,  it  leads  to  a  complication,  it 
raises  an  obstacle :  a  problem  for  us,  a  complica 
tion  in  us,  an  obstacle  before  us:  but  is  there 
any  problem  for  God?  Can  His  ways  be  hin 
dered?  Sin  injures  God  inasmuch  as  it  offends 
Him,  but  it  does  not  modify  Him.  It  modifies 
His  acts;  but  far  from  modifying  His  Essence, 
it  does  not  change  His  Love  which  is  His  natural 
disposition  towards  us.  As  before  nothingness 
His  Goodness  becomes  Love,  so  in  face  of  sin, 
His  Love  melts  into  Mercy,  on  the  sole  condition 
that  the  sinner  shall  hope.  And  in  certain  re 
spects,  no  one  has  such  reasons  to  hope  in  God 
as  a  sinner.  Doubtless  divine  Sanctity  has  such 
a  horror  for  sin  that  it  obliges  divine  Justice  to 
punish  it  with  the  most  frightful  penalties;  but 
this  is  precisely  the  reason  why  divine  Mercy 
is  incomparably  more  moved  by  sin  than  by  all 
the  other  misfortunes  that  can  befall  us.  For 
if  we  regard  it  on  the  side  of  the  punishment 
it  deserves,  sin  is  the  loss  of  God;  it  is,  then, 
the  greatest  evil,  and  truly  the  absolute  misery. 
But  shall  not  the  greatest  misery  draw  the 
greatest  compassion?  Such  is  the  reason  why 
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divine  Mercy,  in  this  matter,  more  than  in  any 
other,  stirs  itself  that  the  sinner  be  led  to  repent 
ance,  and,  trusting  and  hoping  in  God,  may 
obtain  pardon  and  be  saved.  Whence  you  see 
that  His  very  anger  at  sin  is  in  God  a  new  source 
of  pity  and  goodness,  and  becomes  for  us  all 
another  ground  of  hope.1 

23.  It  is  not  necessary  to  argue  much  on  this. 
To  portray  to  you  the  real  and  integral  charac 
ter  of  God,  that  is,  His  Nature,  inasmuch  as  He 
deals  with  us,  we  have  only  to  open  the  Gospel 
and  tell  you:  Behold  Jesus! 

"Jesus,  the  very  thought  of  Thee 

With  sweetness  fills  my  breast; 
But  sweeter  far  Thy  face  to  see 
And  in  Thy  presence  rest. 

"No  voice  can  sing,  no  heart  can  frame, 

Nor  can  the  memory  find 
A  sweeter  sound  than  Jesus'  Name, 
The  Savior  of  mankind. 

"O  hope  of  every  contrite  heart, 

O  joy  of  all  the  meek, 
To  those  who  fall,  how  kind  Thou  art, 
How  good  to  those  who  seek! 


i  "However  regrettable  may  be  the  misuse  of  free 
will  on  the  part  of  intelligent  creatures,  we  can  not  with 
certainty  point  to  a  single  instance  in  which  the  misuse 
has  proved  prejudicial  either  to  the  intelligent  being 
guilty  of  it  or  to  anybody  else,  except  to  such  as  force 
evil  consequences  on  themselves  through  willful  obstinacy 
in  some  kind  of  wickedness.  So  far  from  being  allowed 
to  harm  others,  as  would,  in  the  natural  course  of  events, 
inevitably  have  been  the  case,  every  misuse  of  free  will, 
from  the  first  to  the  last,  has  given  opportunity  for  the 
triumphant  wisdom  of  the  eternal  Goodness,  to  defeat  the 
evil  done  by  making  it  an  occasion,  if  not  a  source,  of  in 
calculable  advantage  to  men  of  good  will."' — EGGEK,  God 
and  Human  Suffering. 
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"But  what  to  those  who  find?     Ah!  this 

Nor  tongue  nor  pen  can  show 
The  love  of  Jesus,  what  it  is, 

None  but  His  loved  ones  know. 

"Jesus,  our  only  joy  be  Thou, 
As  Thou  our  prize  wilt  be; 
In  Thee  be  all  our  glory  now, 
And  'through  eternity." 

Behold  Jesus!  that  sweet  Infant  passing  from 
the  Virgin's  hands  to  the  arms  of  the  shepherds 
and  the  wise  men ;  that  Youth  so  pure,  so  silent, 
so  peaceful;  that  Teacher  so  simple;  that  Mira 
cle-Worker  so  humble;  that  Physician  so  com 
passionate;  that  Good  Samaritan;  that  Good 
Shepherd  j1  that  Father  of  the  prodigal  son ;  that 

i  Shepherd.     This  word  for  God  was  uttered  first  by 
Jacob — himself  once  a  shepherd — as  he  lay  a-dying  in  his 
hieroglyphed  chamber;  and  with  the  long  thoughts  of  old 
age  went  back  to  the  imagery  of  his  early  life,  speaking 
of  God  as  having  "shepherded  him  all  his  life  long."     All 
through  the  Bible   the  golden   thread  runs,   until,   in   its 
closing  pages,  we  read  of  the  Lamb  who  leads  His  flock 
to  the  rivers  of  waters  of  life.     Love  has  no  diviner  em 
blem  than  the  Good  Shepherd.     "O  trembling  heart,"  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  was  wont  to  say,  "look  away  and  look 
up !     Your  sorrows  have  been  multiplied  indeed  by  look 
ing  at  difficulties  and  second  causes.     Now  cease  from  all 
this.     But  think  of  the  love,  the  might,  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  Shepherd.     Love  that  spared  not  its  blood !    Might 
that  made  the  worlds !    Wisdom   that  named   the  stars ! 
Your  salvation  does  not  depend  on  what  you  are,  but  on 
what  He  is.     For  every  look  at  self,   take  ten  looks  at 
Christ.     Cease  using  the  first  pronoun  and  substitute  for 
it  the  third."    O  how  many  of  us  could  say  with  Cowper  : 
"I  was  a  stricken  deer  that  left  the  herd 
Long  since;  with  many  an  arrow  unfixed 
My  panting  side  was  charged,  when  I  withdrew 
To  seek  a  tranquil  death  in  distant  shades. 
There  was  I  found  by  One  who  had  Himself 
Been  hurt  by  archers.     In  His  side  He  bore, 
And  in  His  hands  and  feet  the  cruel  scars. 
With  gentle  force  soliciting  the  darts, 
He  drew  them  forth,  and  healed,  and  bade  me  live." 
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Protector  of  little  children ;  that  Brother  of  the 
poor ;  that  Friend  of  publicans ;  that  Companion 
of  sinners ;  that  Defender  of  the  adulteress ;  that 
Saint  who  talks  with  the  Samaritan  woman  and 
forgives  Myriam  of  Magdala;  that  disowned 
King  who  weeps  over  His  ungrateful  country; 
that  Betrayed  One  who  suffers  Himself  to  be 
kissed  by  Judas  and  says  to  him:  "My  friend;" 
in  fine,  that  tender,  that  innocent,  that  all-obe 
dient  Victim  who  lets  Himself  be  led  as  a  Lamb ; 
Who  without  even  uttering  a  word  of  reproach 
or  complaint,  gives  Himself  to  be  scourged,  buf 
feted,  spat  upon  and  shamed, — and  dies  on  a 
Cross  for  those  who  nail  Him  to  it,  this  is  God ! 
This  is  God  as  He  appeared  to  mankind,  God 
as  He  is  in  the  essence  of  His  Being,  as  He  sees 
Himself  in  the  infinite  Light  of  His  knowledge, 
as  He  shows  Himself  to  us  in  the  measure  in 
which  our  mortal  eyes  are  capable  of  such  a  vi 
sion.  Behold  Him  Who  tends  us,  Who  holds 
in  the  hollow  of  His  Hand  the  part  of  Paradise 
His  Heart  destines  for  us.  Had  He  made  us  no 
special  promise ;  Had  He  been  satisfied  with  tell 
ing  us  what  He  is  and  what  is  our  end,  we  must 
admit  that  our  hope  would  be  wyell  founded,  and 
distrust  in  Him  a  real  outrage. 

24.  "Behold,  all  souls  are  Mine,  saith  the 
Lord  God."  (Ezekiel  18,  4.)  All  souls,— of 
the  great  and  the  humble,  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
the  wise  and  the  ignorant,  the  king  and  the  slave, 
the  pure  child  and  the  abandoned  woman,  the 
soul  of  the  apostle  John  and  the  soul  of  Myriam 
of  Magdala — all  belong  to  God.  He  will  take 
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care  of  what  is  His.  He  will  leave  no  child  or 
phaned.  Those  who  are  trodden  down  and  for 
saken  in  this  world — He  watches  their  sorrow 
ful  lives,  and  will  cause  them  to  bring  forth  fruit 
at  the  last.  Thus  does  God  love  all  souls  with 
a  universal,  unwearied,  unfailing  affection. 
Thus  did  Christ  love  all  souls,  gathering  around 
Him  the  publicans,  Pharisees,  and  sinners,  the 
pious  and  the  profane.  And  thus,  if  we  want 
to  be  Christ-like,  we  shall  love  all  souls,  believ 
ing  in  the  brotherhood  of  the  race,  finding  some 
thing  good  in  every  one — a  vital  seed  of  noble 
ness  in  the  most  deadened  bosom;  and,  in  thus 
loving  other  souls,  our  own  souls  will  be  blessed. 
While  we  forget  ourselves,  God  will  remember 
us.  While  we  seek  to  save  others,  we,  too,  shall 
be  safe.  We  may  throw  ourselves  away;  but 
God  will  not  throw  us  away.  We  belong  to  Him 
still ;  and  He  ' '  gathereth  up  the  fragments  which 
remain,  that  nothing  be  lost.''  In  order  to  be 
come  pure,  we  may  need  sharp  suffering;  and 
then  God  will  not  hesitate  to  inflict  it.  In  the 
other  life,  as  in  this,  He  will  chasten  us,  not 
for  His  pleasure,  but  for  our  profit,  that  we 
may  be  partakers  of  His  holiness.  It  is  thus 
that  God's  love  for  the  soul,  and  its  worth,  ap 
pear  eminently,  in  that  He  will  not  let  us  de 
stroy  ourselves.  When  we  pass  into  the  other 
world,  those  who  are  ready,  and  have  on  the 
wedding  garment,  will  go  in  to  the  supper.  They 
will  find  themselves  in  a  state  of  being  where  the 
body  is  exalted  and  spiritualized,  and  the  soul 
is  enlarged;  where  a  higher  truth,  a  nobler 
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beauty,  a  larger  love,  feed  the  immortal  facul 
ties  with  a  divine  nourishment;  where  our  im 
perfect  knowledge  will  be  swallowed  up  in  keener 
insight;  and  communion  with  great  souls,  in  an 
atmosphere  of  love,  shall  quicken  us  for  endless 
progress.  Let  us  rejoice  in  these  great  hopes. 
Let  us  praise  God  for  His  creating,  educating, 
and  saving  love.  Let  us  rejoice  that  the  lost 
souls — lost  to  earth,  lost  to  virtue,  lost  to  human 
uses  here — are  not  lost  to  God;  that  He  still 
holds  them  in  His  hand.  Let  us  rejoice  that 
those  who  will  not  be  held  to  Him  by  blessings 
and  joy  shall  be  led  to  Him  by  anguish,  pain, 
and  suffering.  Let  us  rejoice  that  the  glory  of 
heaven  and  the  fires  of  hell  shall  both  serve  God 
— both  work  together  for  good." 

25.  God  has  not  been  satisfied  with  revealing 
Himself.    ' '  0  Lord,  Thy  testimonies  are  become 
exceedingly  credible. "     (Ps.  92,  5.)     What  He 
has  done  for  the  Truth  proposed  to  our  Faith, 
that  He  has  done  for  the  Bliss  offered  to  our 
Hope:  He  has  strengthened  it  with  measureless 
guarantees. 

26.  On  this  matter  of  our  salvation  and  the 
graces  which  yield  it,  God  has  bound  Himself  to 
us ;  He  has  given  us  His  word.    You  know  what 
it  is  among  ourselves  to  give  one's  word:  it  is 
almost  to  give  one's  self,  for  "as  the  man  is,  so 
is  his  word."    One's  word,  when  given,  all  men 
regard  as  a  most  sacred  bond.     "Our  word  is 
as  good  as  our  bond — and  sometimes  better," 
Archbishop  Corrigan  once  quaintly  told  us.     It 
is  the  basis  of  all  contracts  and  the  main  support 
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of  society :  it  is  the  remnant  of  honesty  that  goes 
away  last  of  all ;  and  we  still  believe  in  the  word 
of  a  man,  even  when  he  has  gone  astray.  This 
our  instinct  inclines  us  to  do.  It  seems  there 
is  in  the  word-giving  of  a  man  a  majestic  shadow 
of  the  mystery  which  is  in  God — and  this  shadow 
acts  upon  our  souls.  But  if  such  is  the  empire 
and  efficacy  of  the  shadow,  what  shall  be  the 
virtue  of  the  Light?  A  Word  of  God,  what  is 
it  in  itself?  A  word  which  God  gives  to  man, 
what  is  it  for  man? 

27.  If  there  is  a  note  salient  and  divine  in 
the  visible  universe  it  is  of  being  fixed:  fixed  are 
the  beings  which  constitute  it,  fixed  are  the  laws 
which  rule  those  beings,  fixed  are  the  phenomena 
which  succeed  one  another  under  the  regimen 
of  laws.  The  great  Bard  says  it : 

"The  heavens  themselves,   the  planets  and  this  centre, 
Observe  degree,  priority  and  place, 
Insistence,  course,  proportion,  season,  form, 
Office  and  custom,  in  all  line  of  order." 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  day  rises  after  the 
night  and  the  night  comes  after  the  day ;  spring 
succeeds  winter,  and  summer  follows  spring. 
' '  One  generation  passeth  away  and  another  gen 
eration  cometh:  but  the  earth  standeth  forever. 
What  is  it  that  hath  been  ?  The  same  thing  that 
shall  be.  What  is  it  that  hath  been  done  ?  The 
same  thing  that  shall  be  done."  (Eccl.  1,  4.) 
If  I  fall  asleep  in  the  evening  I  am  not  sure  of 
rising  again  in  the  morning,  I  who  have  an  im 
mortal  soul.  But  when  the  shades  of  night  begin 
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to  fall  around  me  to-day,  I  am  sure  that  the  sun 
will  rise  again  to-morrow,  though  the  sun  and 
the  world  are  one  day  to  perish.  Now  the  secret 
of  this  stability  is  the  word  of  God.  ' '  He  spoke 
and  they  were  made."  (Ps.  32,  9.)  "By  the 
word  of  the  Lord  the  heavens  were  established. ' ' 
(Ps.  32,  6.)  "He  upholds  all  things  by  the  word 
of  His  power. "  (Heb.  1,  3.)  God's  word  in 
deed  is  His  substantial  and  eternal  assertion. 
All  creatures  are  storm-tossed  if  compared  to 
this  immutable  divine  word.  The  humanity  of 
Christ,  which  is  the  throne  itself  of  God,  and 
therefore  more  firm  than  aught  in  the  universe, 
has  its  very  firmness  borrowed  from  this  infinite 
Logos. 

28.  And  God  gives  us  His  word.  It  is  a 
Light  which  shows  Him  to  us,  and  thus  starts 
our  faith;  it  is  a  Title  which  plights  Him  to  us 
and  thus  starts  our  hope.  It  is  a  doctrine  and  it 
is  a  promise.  As  a  promise  it  contains  all  we 
have  need  of;  all  that,  outside  of  sin  and  delir 
ium,  we  may  dream  or  desire ;  nay,  all  that  God 
desires  for  us;  those  sweet  and  infinite  desires, 
which  in  the  love  He  bears  us,  fill  and  charm  His 
eternal  peace.  Absolute  freedom  from  evil,  even 
to  the  possession  of  supreme  Bliss,  is  divinely 
promised  to  us.  Our  life  here  below  indeed  is 
manifold.  More  easily  could  we  count  the  blades 
of  grass  on  our  Western  prairies  than  the  inci 
dents  that  fill  a  human  life.  But,  as  when  comes 
autumn,  a  dew-drop  falls  every  morning  to  each 
blade,  God  takes  delight  to  appropriate  a  special 
promise  to  each  incident  of  our  days.  This  we 
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may  verify  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Divine 
promises  cover  the  whole  extent  of  our  life  and 
enter  into  its  tiniest  details.1 

29.  This  is  not  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
Christians.  Although  since  the  coming  of  Jesus, 
in  Whom  all  things  have  their  substance,  the 
divine  promises  cause  our  hope  really  to  over 
flow,  it  is  true  to  say  that  this  regimen  is  that 
willed  by  the  Creator  to  all  creatures.  It  began 
with  the  beginning  of  all  things,  and  far  from 
having  been  lowered  by  the  fall  of  man,  .it  has 
rather  made  more  perfect  its  conditions.  Having 
become  more  numerous,  the  promises  have  be 
come  withal  more  touching.  The  fact  is  that 
they  are  now  everywhere,  formal  and  addressed 
to  all. 


1  "God  has  told  us  that  He  loves  us,  and  we  must  be 
lieve  Him,"  says  Fr.  Lombez.  "We  believe  an  honest 
man  upon  his  word  of  honor,  and  shall  we  not  believe  the 
word  of  our  God?  Let  us  trust  Him  implicitly  and  be 
lieve  all  that  He  says ;  and  let  us  not  geek  to  fathom  the 
impenetrable  mysteries  of  His  grace,  nor  the  endless 
abysses  of  His  judgments.  Let  us  believe  that  His  wis 
dom,  His  goodness,  and  His  justice  are  boundless ;  so  it 
must  be,  for  He  is  infinite  and  eternal,  and  as  He  is  the 
only  being  that  is  self-existent,  He  must  needs  be  abso 
lutely  perfect.  Let  us  rest  in  that  thought,  and  go  no 
farther.  Let  us  love  with  our  whole  hearts  a  Being  who 
is  so  eminently  to  be  loved,  and  let  us  not  venture  to 
argue  with  Him  as  to  His  love,  by  bringing  forward  the 
mysterious  question  of  His  justice.  His  justice  must 
necessarily  be  infinite,  as  His  mercy  is.  Let  us  rejoice 
that  He  is  infinite  in  every  perfection,  and  let  us  take 
His  interests  to  heart.  He  well  deserves  this  at  our 
hands,  because  He  is  so  careful  over  our  interests.  And 
if  we  love  Him  with  all  our  hearts,  and  trust  His  love  for 
us,  we  need  not  fear  His  justice !" 
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Into  a  desolate  land 

White  with  the  drifted  snow, 
Into  a  weary  land 

Our  truant  footsteps  go: 
Yet  doth  Thy  care,  O  Father, 

Ever  Thy  wanderers  keep; 
Still  doth  Thy  love,  O  Shepherd, 

Follow  Thy  sheep. 

Over  the  pathless  wild 

Do  I  not  see  Him  come? 
Him  who  shall  bear  me  back, 

Him  who  shall  lead  me  home? 
Listen!    Between  the  storm-gusts 

Unto  the  straining  ear, 
Comes  not  the  cheering  whisper — 

"Jesus  is  near." 

Over  me  He  is  bending! 

Now  I  can  safely  rest, 
Found  at  the  last,  and  clinging 

Close  to  the  Shepherd's  breast: 
So  let  me  lie  till  the  fold-bells 

Sound  on  the  homeward  track, 
And  the  rejoicing  angels 

Welcome  us  back. 

30.  Half-blinded  by  bitter  tears,  Adam  and 
Eve,  guilty,  punished,  driven  forth  from  Para 
dise,  knowing  that  they  had  impoverished  and 
despoiled  the  human  race,  were  able,  however, 
to  read  in  the  wounded,  but  not  closed,  Heart 
of  God,  this  indestructible  dogma:  "God  does 
not  desire  the  death  of  the  sinner,  but  that  the 
wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live."  (Ezech. 
31,  11.)  "He  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and 
to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. "  (1  Tim. 
2,  4.)  And  what  they  read,  their  sons  read  also, 
Cain  as  well  as  Abel,  and  all  their  posterity. 
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The  Word  was  a  sun,  and  this  sun  shone  forth 
for  the  whole  world.  It  rose  upon  the  just  and 
the  unjust:  never  did  it  set  or  suffer  eclipse; 
and  if  it  was  sometimes  covered  with  clouds,  it 
never  caused  that  obscurity. 

31.  God's   Word  fills   our  Scriptures:   the 
Holy  Scriptures  have  been  instituted  to  contain 
It.     Indeed,   although  It  has  in  Itself  all  Its 
power,  and  can  borrow  nothing  from  aught  else, 
yet  God  has  willed,  in  His  wisdom  and  goodness, 
to  give  It  every  possible  guaranty.    He  has  made 
It  a  sacred  monument,  and  a  public  deed.     He 
has  placed  It  in  our  midst  in  the  splendor  of 
unassailable    authenticity.      He    has    signed    It 
Himself  and  stamped  It  with  His  own  seal.    He 
has  intermingled  His  prophecies  with  It.     He 
has  strengthened  It  with  miracles.     He  has  es 
tablished,  to  guard  and  transmit  It,  first  the 
Synagogue,  so  severe ;  then,  the  Church,  so  faith 
ful.     He  has  created  His  apostles  to  preach  It, 
His  pontiffs  to  interpret  It,  His  martyrs  to  con 
firm  It.     All  those  who  have  lived  in  the  order 
of  grace ;  all  those  who  in  a  saintly  manner,  have 
labored  and  suffered,  have  done  so  for  the  glory 
of  this  divine  Word;  and  thus  it  shall  be  to  the 
end  of  time.     Heaven  and  earth  are  its  witnesses 
— I  mean,  the  saints  of  heaven  and  earth;  for, 
as  to  the  heavens  we  see,  and  the  earth  we  tread 
upon,  "they  will  pass  away,  but  the  Word  of 
God  will  not  pass  away. ' ' 

32.  "God  loveth  all  things  that  are,   and 
hateth  none  of  the  things  which  He  hath  made ; 
for  He  did  not  appoint  or  make  anything  hating 
it."     (Wisdom  11,  25.)     "Can  a  woman  forget 
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her  infant,  so  as  not  to  have  pity  on  the  son  of 
her  womb  ?  And  if  she  shall  forget,  yet  will  not 
I  forget  thee,  saith  the  Lord/'  (Isaias  49,  15.) 
* '  I  will  have  mercy  on  thee  more  than  a  mother. ' ' 
(Ecclus.  4.  1.)  "Even  to  your  old  age  I  am 
the  same,  and  to  you  gray  hairs  I  will  carry  you. 
I  have  made  you,  and  I  will  bear,  I  will  carry, 
and  I  will  save  you."  (Isaias  46,  4.)  You  have 
perhaps  committed  so  many  sins  that  "your 
whole  head  is  sick  and  your  whole  heart  is  sad. 
Yet  wash  yourselves,  be  clean,  take  away  the 
evil  of  your  devices  from  My  eyes:  cease  to  do 
perversely.  Learn  to  do  well:  seek  judgment, 
and  then  come,  and  accuse  Me,  saith  the  Lord: 
if  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  made  as 
white  as  snow:  and  if  they  be  red  as  crimson, 
they  shall  be  white  as  wool."  (Isaias  1,  16-18). 
"With  Him  is  plentiful  redemption."  (Ps.  129, 
7.)  And  once  He  begins  to  forgive,  He  knows 
no  limits,  for  "He  is  bountiful  to  forgive." 
(Isaias  55,  7.)  I  have  merely  quoted  His  own 
words,  and  endless  were  this  treatise  should  I 
try  to  quote  them  all.  Indeed,  what  more  can  be 
said  than  this?  All  that  we  can  wish  for,  any 
thing  true,  just,  good,  we  have  but  to  ask  to 
get  it:  the  more  we  ask,  the  more  we  receive. 
Christ  has  clearly  said  it:  "Amen,  amen,  what 
soever  you  shall  ask  the  Father  in  My  Name,  that 
I  will  do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  in  the 
Son."  (John  14,  13.)  "And  if  you  abide  in 
Me  and  My  Words  abide  in  you,  you  shall  ask 
whatever  you  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto 
you."  (John  15,  7.)  Thus  He  not  only  obliges 
Himself,  but  He  swears  so  to  do.  "Now,  an 
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oath  for  confirmation,"  says  St.  Paul,  "is  the 
end  of  all  controversy.  Wherein  God  meaning 
more  abundantly  to  show  to  the  heirs  of  the 
promise  the  immutability  of  His  counsel,  inter 
posed  an  oath:  that  by  two  immutable  things, 
in  which  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  we  may 
have  the  strongest  comfort,  who  have  fled  for 
refuge,  to  hold  fast  the  hope  set  before  us,  which 
we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  sure  and  firm, 
and  which  entereth  even  within  the  veil,  where 
the  fore-runner  Jesus  is  entered  for  us,  made  a 
high  priest  forever  according  to  the  order  of 
Melchisedech."  (Hebr.  VI,  16.) 

33.  To  strengthen  our  hope,  besides  God's 
Nature  and  Word,  we  have  His  Guaranty  or 
Pledge.    God  is  not  satisfied  with  having  bound 
Himself  to  us.    Is  it  because  He  sees  our  weak 
ness,  and  the  danger  of  so  many  seductions  which 
beset  us  ?    Is  it  because  His  own  love  impels  Him 
to  anticipate  the  times  marked  by  His  Wisdom, 
I  know  not,  but  it  seems  that  He  can  not  restrain 
the  overflowing  of  His  Heart,  and  from  the  vast 
ocean  of  life,  whose  eternity  is  the  natural  shore, 
great  waves  pass  beyond  their  bounds  and  flow 
down  to  us  in  streams.    Yes,  even  in  this  world, 
where  everything  wavers,  where  at  every  step 
we  may  fall  into  an  abyss,  amidst  our  darkness, 
struggles,  and  sins,  God  gives  us  the  first  fruits 
of  His  eternal  happiness:  He  saves  us,  as  far 
as  our  liberty  allows  Him  to  do  so,  and  verily 
sows  the  seed  of  heaven  in  our  hearts. 

34.  God's    Guaranty    is    manifold    and    is 
unique.     In  its  oneness  it  transcends  all  that 
can  be  numbered;  in  its  simplicity  it  is  equiva- 
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lent  to  all.  It  is  that  living,  decisive,  absolute 
Pledge,  of  whom  St.  Paul  said:  "Hath  He  not 
with  Him  given  us  all  things?"  (Rom.  8,  32.) 
It  is  Jesus,  "the  Gift  of  God."  (John  4,  10.) 
Yea,  "God  has  so  loved  the  world  as  to  give 
His  only  Begotten  Son."  (John  3,  16.)  Jesus 
is  personally  the  character  of  God  and  "the 
figure  of  His  substance."  (Heb.  1,  3.)  His 
express  Image  and  most  perfect  resemblance. 
He  is  His  Word :  hence  His  Pledge.  And  having 
been  given  to  us  as  such,  He  is  for  us,  in  the 
order  of  salvation,  a  world  of  certitude  and 
reality.  St.  Paul  says  it :  "  All  the  promises  God 
has  made  us  have  in  Him  their  entire  and  final 
existence."  (II  Cor.  1,  20.) 

"Thus  the  All-Great  is  the  All-Loving  too, 
Thus  through  the  thunder  comes  a  Human  Voice, 
Saying:    *O  heart  I  made,  a  Heart  beats  here; 
Face  My  hands  fashioned,  see  it  in  Myself; 
Thou  hast  no  force,  nor  can  conceive  of  Mine; 
But  love  I  gave  thee,  with  Myself  to  love, 
And  thou  must  love  Me  who  have  died  for  thee." 

35.  Jesus  is  our  salvation :  such  is  His  state ; 
such  is  His  essence,  not  His  essence  as  Son  of 
God,  but  His  essence  as  God  made  Man;  and 
this  is  why  His  Name  is  Jesus.  Jesus  is  His 
true  name,  His  total,  His  only  Name.  But  who 
may  say  to  what  extent  the  Word  made  flesh 
is  our  own  Jesus?  He  is  an  ocean  of  salvation, 
an  inexhaustible  source  of  pardon,  a  fountain 
of  sanctification,  a  deluge  of  grace,  light,  peace, 
heavenly  life.  St.  Paul  says  that  "in  Him  are 
hid  all  the  treasures  of  Wisdom  and  knowledge. ' ' 
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In  him  also  are  hid  all  the  merits,  by  virtue  of 
which  we  may  be  saved.  Every  step,  every  sigh, 
every  heartbeat  of  Him  has  been  a  proof  of  His 
Will  to  have  us  with  Him  in  Heaven,  an  act 
whose  value  He  has  deposited  in  the  Father's 
hands  to  purchase  for  us  the  glory  of  Eternal 
Bliss.  All  His  actions  standing  to  His  credit 
are  transferred  to  us.  One  of  them  were  enough 
to  merit  heaven  for  the  whole  world,  and  inspire 
in  us  a  boundless  hope.  Numberless  are  those 
within  our  reach.  This  we  sing  in  our  Creed: 
"It  is  for  us  men,  it  is  for  us  and  for  our  sal 
vation  that  the  only  Begotten  Son  of  God  was 
made  flesh,  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  suf 
fered,  was  crucified,  died,  was  buried,  rose  again 
the  third  day,  ascended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father."  Thus  His 
Crib,  His  Cross,  His  Tomb,  which  is  only  the 
Tomb  of  Death,  but  for  Him  and  those  who  love 
Him,  is  the  Cradle  of  Life  Eternal;  His  glory 
that  shines  around  Him  in  the  Mountain  of 
Olives  and  conceals  Him  from  the  eyes  of  the 
Apostles ;  His  Ascension  above  the  Angels,  Arch 
angels,  Princedoms,  and  Powers;  His  Sitting 
Eternal  on  the  very  Throne  of  the  Divinity,  by 
the  side  of  His  Father,  whose  authority  He 
shares,  although  remaining  our  Mediator,  our 
Advocate,  and  our  Elder  Brother:  all  this  is 
for  us,  all  this  is  ours.  And  not  only  is  all  this 
the  property  of  the  human  race  as  a  whole,  but 
it  is  the  property  of  each  individual  in  particu 
lar.  There  is  no  man  who  while  looking  on  the 
Crucified  Christ  has  not  the  right  and  duty  to 
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cry  out  with  the  Apostle:  "He  loved  me,  and 
gave  Himself  up  for  me !  '5l 

"O  holy  trust!   O  endless  sense  of  rest! 

Like  the  beloved  John 
I  lay  my  head  upon  the  Savior's  breast 
And  thus  I  journey  on." 

What  think  you  of  this  Pledge?  What  could 
God  do  more  than  He  did?  What  manner  of 
distrust  shall  spring  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross? 
What  hope  is  there  that  may  not  be  built  upon 
the  stone  rolled  away  from  the  open  sepulcher? 
Is  there  a  merchant  who  will  refuse  to  deliver 
goods  to  those  in  whose  name  goods  have  been 
purchased  and  paid  in  advance?  Indeed,  what 
can  you  desire,  ask,  and  claim  that  is  not  al 
ready  paid  in  full  to  God  by  Jesus?  Grace  is 
the  Gift  which  God  has  bestowed  on  us  by  giving 
Jesus  to  us :  absolutely  free  is  this  gift ;  but  from 
God  to  Jesus,  Divine  Grace,  our  Divine  Grace 
and  Glory  is  a  payment:  "The  Just  wait  for 
Me,"  says  Jesus  to  His  Father,  "until  Thou 
reward  Me  in  them  for  My  services."  (Ps.  141, 
8.)  Let  us  then  say  with  David:  "Yea,  though 
I  should  walk  in  the  midst  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  I  fear  no  evils,  for  Thou  art  with  me." 
(Ps.  22,  6.)  The  darkness  is  sometimes  too 
dense  for  us  to  be  able  to  see  Christ.  But  faith 
can  always  be  sure  that  He  is  there;  not  be- 

i  "He  loved  me."  What  a  wondrous  link  between 
those  two  personal  pronouns!  The  chasm  between  the 
Shepherd  in  glory  and  His  poor  sheep  might  seem  to  be 
an  infinite  one ;  but  it  is  bridged  by  this  one  word  of  in 
finite  tenderness,  "loved."  And  in  this  other  text,  "Yea, 
I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love,  therefore  have 
I  drawn  thee,  taking  pity  on  thee."  (Jer.  31 :  3.) 
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cause  of  the  evidence  of  sense  or  feeling,  but 
because  He  has  said:  "I  will  never  leave  thee, 
nor  forsake  thee. ' '  He  can  not  break  His  word. 
He  has  not  left  us  alone.  He  is  looking  down  on 
us  with  unabated  tenderness.  The  depths  may 
sever  Him  from  the  apprehension  of  our  love; 
but  neither  death  nor  life,  nor  height  nor  depth, 
can  separate  us  from  the  strong  grasp  of  His 
faithful  and  unchanging  affection.  Yea,  "the 
mountains  may  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed ; 
but  His  kindness  will  not  depart  from  thee,  nei 
ther  will  the  covenant  of  His  peace  be  removed. ' ' 
"The  darkness  and  the  light  are  both  alike  to 
Thee, ' '  O  Christ,  who  didst  tread  the  dense  dark 
ness  of  Gethsemane  and  Calvary — alone,  deso 
late,  and  forsaken  of  Thy  Father.  But  Thou 
knowest  the  way,  since  Thou  hast  trodden  it. 
Thou  art  as  near  to  us  when  we  can  not  see  Thee 
as  when  we  can  see  and  feel  Thee  near.  And 
Thou  wast  lonely  that  we  might  never  be  lonely ; 
Thou  wast  forsaken  that  we  might  never  be  for 
saken  ;  Thou  didst  tread  the  winepress  alone,  that 
each  poor,  timid  child  of  Thine  in  all  future 
ages  might  be  able  to  sing  the  words  of  undying 
hope:  "I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  Thou  art  with 
me." 

36.  And  what  think  you  of  the  Mass!  that 
substantial,  universal,  incessant  irradiation  of 
the  Sacrifice  offered  by  Jesus  on  Calvary;  that 
always  living  Trophy  of  the  Lamb  slain  for 
the  world;  the  Mass,  giving  us  anew  the  Divine 
Lover  dead,  dead,  dead  for  us  1900  years  ago, 
giving  Him  us  anew,  and  renewing  not  only  His 
sacred  death,  but  His  whole  Life,  His  life  divine 
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and  human;  renewing  it  for  God  whom  it  glori 
fies,  appeases,  and  gladdens;  renewing  it  for  us 
to  whom  it  gives  the  very  substance  of  all  it  has 
won  from  God;  the  Mass  which  says  to  us  all, 
"Behold  how  far  God  loves  thee."  The  Mass  is 
such  a  pledge,  that  after  having  received  it,  and 
receiving  it  every  day,  we  ought  not  only  to 
hope,  but  to  be  brimming  over  with  the  virtue 
of  hope : 

The  Word  within  the  Host 

Gives  us  the  Pledge  of  Peace, 

The  Promise  well  assured 
Of  joys  that  never  cease. 

St.  Theresa,  pressed  down,  under  the  weight 
of  God's  grace,  asked  Him  one  day  to  tell  her 
how  she  could  pay  Him  her  debt  of  gratitude. 
The  Holy  Ghost  told  her  to  hear  one  Mass,  after 
which  her  debt  would  be  discharged.1  Ah !  were 

1  "One  Mass,  and  the  divine  flood  of  our  Savior's 
mercy  pours  over  the  living  world,  and  over  the  graves  of 
the  just  who  sleep  in  Christ.  One  Mass,  and  the  fetters 
fall  from  the  limbs  of  imperfect  men,  fetters  invisible 
now,  but  not  the  less  real,  in  the  future  chastisement  they 
ensure.  One  Mass,  the  scourges  are  turned  away  from 
nations  and  from  flocks.  One  Mass,  and  judgments 
which  are  hanging  over  those  who  are  dear  to  us  are  pre 
vented  and  changed  to  mercy.  One  Mass,  and  blessings, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  so  far  as  God  sees  they  will  profit, 
are  poured  out  from  the  hand  of  Him  who  ever  longs  to 
bless,  on  the  souls,  the  bodies,  the  interests,  the  lives,  the 
aspirations  of  Christian  men  and  women,  who  happily 
understand  how  near  is  the  Lord.  And  one  Mass  bright 
ens  the  realms  of  purgatory,  as  the  serene  morning  lifts 
the  mists  of  the  night ;  sending  souls  to  their  longed-for 
heaven,  lightening  the  longing  of  those  who  stay,  hasten 
ing  their  purification,  and  shortening  the  painful  school 
ing  which  those  have  to  undergo  in  the  world  to  come, 
who  have  not  sufficiently  cared  for  or  desired  in  this  the 
blissful  vision  of  their  Creator." — HEDLEY,  The  Harvest 
of  the  Mass. 
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all  hell  to  burst  upon  you  as  a  volcano  of  de 
spair;  nay, 

"Wenn  die  Welt  voll  Teufel  war, 
Und  wollt'n  uns  gar  verschlingen;" 

were  Satan  to  whisper  in  your  ear,  as  he  did  to 
Judas,  a  thousand  reasons  to  trust  in  God  no 
more,  just  attend  one  Mass,  think  of  what  is  one 
Mass:  The  Light  of  Love  that  streams  forth 
from  the  Divine  Host  shall  destroy  those  dark 
clouds,  and  silencing  the  Enemy  of  God,  shall 
bring  back  into  your  heart  that  holy  Light  which 
gives  peace  in  giving  faith  and  hope.  Alas !  why 
do  we  not  make  the  most  of  every  Mass  we  hear, 
why  do  we  attend  Mass  in  such  a  languid,  ir 
responsible  fashion ! 

37.  The  Mass  is  also  a  sacrament.  Jesus  Who 
in  it  delivers  Himself  as  a  Victim  to  His  Father, 
in  it  gives  Himself  to  us  through  the  Holy  Com 
munion.  "O  Sacred  Banquet/'  exclaims  St. 
Thomas,  "in  which  Christ  is  received,  the  mem 
ory  of  His  Passion  is  renewed,  the  mind  is  filled 
with  grace,  and  a  pledge  of  future  glory  is  given 
unto  us!"  The  Eucharistic  Communion  being 
the  individual  appropriation  of  the  whole  work 
of  Christ,  he  who  communicates  receives  per 
sonally  the  redemption  of  the  whole  world.  St. 
Paul  says  that  "he  that  eateth  and  drinketh 
unworthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  judgment  to 
himself,  not  discerning  the  body  of  the  Lord." 
But  then  he  who  receives  the  Holy  Communion 
worthily  eats  and  drinks  acquittal  and  salvation. 
"He  that  eateth  My  Flesh  and  drinketh  My 
Blood  abideth  in  Me,  and  I  in  him,"  says  our 
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Lord:  Both  are  thereby  united,  not  only  in  one 
spirit,  but  in  one  flesh  and  body  of  Christ.1 
"O  the  Mystery,  passing  wonder,"  exclaims  St. 
Andrew  of  Crete. 

"O  the  Mystery,  passing  wonder,  when  reclining  at 

the  board, 
'Eat' — Thou  saidst  to  Thy  disciple — 'that  true  bread 

with  quickening  stored; 
Drink   in  faith   the   healing   chalice   from   a   dying 

God  outpoured.' 
"Then  the  glorious  upper  chamber  a  celestial  tent 

was  made 
When  the  bloodless  rite  was  offered,  and  the  soul's 

true  service  paid, 

And  the  table  of  the  feasters  as  an  altar  stood  dis 
played. 
"Christ  is  now  our  mighty  Pascha,  eaten  for  our 

mystic  bread, 
As  a  Lamb  led  out  to  slaughter,  and  for  this  world 

offered; 
Take  we  of  His  body  broken,  drink  we  of  the  blood 

He  shed. 
"Christ  to  all  the  world  gives  banquet,  on  that  most 

celestial  meat; 
Him — albeit  with  lips  all  earthly,  yet  with  humble 

hearts  we  greet, 
Him  the  sacrificial  Pascha,  Priest,  and  Victim  all 

complete." 

Speaking  of  those  that  are  Christians,  St.  Leo 
teaches  that  "they  are  no  more  the  same  after 
their  baptism ;  the  flesh  of  the  baptized  becomes 
the  flesh  of  the  Crucified."  What  then  shall 


1  Let  us  often — and  especially  in  dark  hours — meditate 
on  this  mystery  of  faith  and  hope.  Every  fresh  thought 
which  we  think  out  on  the  Eucharist  is  a  new  glory  to 
God,  and  a  new  light  of  hope  to  ourselves,  just  as  some 
priceless  diamond  sparkles  the  more  the  oftener  we  hold 
it  in  the  sun. 
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we  say  of  those  corning  from  the  Altar-rails, 
since  the  Eucharistic  Communion  is  the  earthly 
consummation  of  the  union  begun  at  baptism? 
If  the  divine  Grace  and  Sacraments  unite  us  to 
Jesus,  so  much  so  that  truly  we  may  draw  near 
God  in  the  self-same  manner  as  Jesus  Himself, 
what  can  God  refuse  us?  It  is  not  only  sym 
pathy  with  Jesus  that  causes  God  to  welcome  us ; 
it  is  the  respect  He  owes  His  Eternal  Son;  it 
is  the  infinite  love  He  harbors  for  Him;  aye, 
it  is  the  very  necessity  of  His  Nature  and  the 
invincible  energy  of  His  Divine  Fatherhood. 
Keep  then  what  you  have  received;  continue  to 
be  what  Grace  has  made  you;  be  the  living 
branches  of  the  Vine  upon  which  He  has  en 
grafted  you;  your  glory  may  still  be  deferred; 
thus  was  the  glory  of  your  Chief  as  long  as  He 
lived  on  earth ;  but  it  is  sure  to  come,  infallibly 
sure.  This  is  what  leads  St.  Paul  to  say  that 
"we  are  already  saved  by  hope,"  (Rom.  8,  24), 
and  that  "we  must  rejoice  always  in  the  Lord," 
that  is  to  say,  in  Jesus.  0,  "Blessed  be  God 
and  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
hath  blessed  us  with  spiritual  blessings  in  heav 
enly  places  in  Christ,  as  He  chose  us  in  Him 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  we 
should  be  holy  and  unspotted  in  His  sight  in 
charity;  who  hath  predestinated  us  unto  the 
adoption  of  sons  (through  Jesus  Christ)  unto 
Himself;  according  to  the  purpose  of  His  will; 
unto  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace,  in 
which  He  hath  filled  us  with  Grace  in  His  be 
loved  Son,  in  "Whom  we  have  redemption 
through  His  blood,  the  remission  of  sins,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  riches  of  His  grace."     (Eph.  1, 
3-7.) 

38.  In  reality,  the  absolute  Joy,  the  Source 
of  all  bliss,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  already  in  us; 
He  is  our  soul 's  Soul,  turning  chaos  into  cosmos, 
in  a  regular  and  sure  manner;  His  presence 
within  us  is  the  essential  foundation  of  our  con 
stitutive  state,  that  is,  of  our  being  Christians. 
In  Itself,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  term  of  divine 
life;  it  is  its  conclusion,  and  so  to  speak,  its 
seal.  In  us  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  conclusion  of 
the  life  of  Jesus,  the  fruit  of  His  merits  and 
sacrifice,  in  a  word,  His  supreme  Gift.  This 
Gift  you  have  received  on  the  day  of  your  Con 
firmation,  the  day  of  your  Communion  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  day  He  has  marked  you  as  His 
own  forever.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  yours,  not  yet 
indeed  so  that  you  can  not  lose  Him.  He  is  a 
treasure  which  you  must  keep  "in  bodies  of 
clay;"  He  is  a  trust  which  can  be  stolen  from 
you,  a  germ  which  may  be  injured  by  your 
fault.  You  possess  Him  as  a  foretaste  of  what 
is  in  store  for  you,  "a  pledge  of  your  inheri 
tance/'  (Eph.  1,  14),  "an  earnest  of  the  fu 
ture;"  (Rom.  8,  23),  yet  you  possess  Him.  He 
is  your  own,  and  as  long  as  you  wish;  for  as 
far  as  He  is  concerned,  He  comes  to  remain  with 
you  always;  never  is  He  the  first  to  leave  you. 
In  some  way,  there  is  not  in  the  world  one  bless 
ing  which  so  much  belongs  to  you  as  this  sweet 
Guest  of  the  soul,  dulcis  Hospes  animce;  what 
soever  God  has  given  you  besides,  whether  in 
nature  or  grace,  is  to  render  you  worthy  of 
receiving  this  principal  Gift.  Baptism  first  has 
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brought  to  you  this  Holy  Spirit,  and  all  the 
other  sacraments  have  served  to  strenghten  His 
presence  in  you,  to  perfect  His  dominion  and 
develop  His  action.  He  does  not  stand  on  cere 
mony,  or  exact  unreasonable  attendance,  or  give 
unnecessary  trouble;  and  He  is  slow  to  take 
offence,  bearing  with  rudeness  almost  to  the 
verge  of  insult ;  for  His  nobleness  allows  for  our 
rusticity.  Surely  He  is  the  sweet  Guest  of  the 
soul  even  to  the  least  loving  entertainer;  much 
more  when  He  sees  our  poor  efforts  to  make 
Him  feel  at  home  in  our  poor  houses;  or  when, 
at  least,  we  apologize  with  words  like  these: 
"Lord,  I  am  not  fit  to  receive  Thee."  He  is 
Himself  that  "Charity  of  Christ  which  impels 
us."  (II  Cor.  5,  14.)  He  is  incessantly  sanc 
tifying  you,  and  saving  you.  He  is  the  water 
that  springeth  up  into  eternal  life.  As  He  in 
spired  Jesus  in  all  His  ways,  leading  Him  always 
to  His  Father,  so  He  urges  you  also  along  the 
same  paths  and  towards  the  same  end.  "He 
helpeth  our  infirmity,  for  we  know  not  what  we 
should  pray  for  as  we  ought;  but  the  Spirit 
Himself  asketh  for  us  in  sighs  that  can  find  no 
utterance."  (Rom.  8,  26.)  Ah!  your  salvation, 
your  sanctification — this  is  the  utmost  desire  of 
this  all-powerful  and  faithful  Spirit;  it  is  His 
task  to  labor  for  it,  His  honor  to  succeed  in  it: 
Tell  Him  often  with  the  Church : 

"Thou  who  art  called  the  Paraclete, 

Best  Gift  of  God  above; 
The  living  spring,  the  living  fire, 
Sweet  unction  and  true  love, 
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"Thou  who  art  sevenfold  in  Thy  grace, 

Finger  of  God's  right  hand; 
His  Promise,  teaching  little  ones 
To  speak  and  understand. 

"O!  guide  our  minds  with  Thy  blest  light, 

With  love  our  hearts  inflame; 
And  with  Thy  strength  which  ne'er  decays 
Confirm  our  mortal  frame." 

39.  And  see  how  the  Divine  Spirit  uses  all 
things!     He  gives  us  the  Blessed  Virgin,  an 
other  ground  of  hope,  another  pledge  of  the  will 
God  has  to  save  us;  a  pledge  such  that  were  it 
the  only  one,  it  were  enough.     She  is  "our  life, 
our  sweetness,  and  our  hope."     From  the  foot 
of  the  cross  she  looked  out  into  the  future  and 
back  upon  the  past  on  all  the  sorrows  of  her 
children,  and  made  them  all  her  own  and  heaped 
them  up — with  the  dying  agonies  of  her  First 
born,   and  took  them  all  into  her  world- wide 
heart  of  pity ;  she,  the  great  mother  of  humanity, 
filled  with  love  for  us  by  the  Holy  Ghost  Him 
self.1 

40.  And  the  angels,  our  guardian  angels, 
1  'are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth 

i  "If  thou  feelest  thyself  beginning  to  sink  into  the 
gulf  of  sadness  and  the  slough  of  despair,  disturbed  by 
the  greatness  of  thy  sins,  confused  by  the  foul  state  of 
thy  conscience,  and  full  of  terror  at  the  thought  of  the 
terrible  judgment  to  come,  think  of  Mary.  In  danger,  in 
distresses,  in  doubts,  think  of  Mary,  call  upon  Mary. 
Let  her  not  depart  from  thy  mouth,  let  her  not  depart 
from  thy  heart. 

"And  in  order  that  thou  mayest  obtain  the  help  of  her 
prayers,  do  not  forget  the  example  of  her  life.  Following 
her  thou  canst  not  stray  ;  praying  to  her  thou  canst  not 
despair;  thinking  of  her  thou  canst  not  err.  If  she 
holds  thy  hand,  thou  canst  not  fall ;  if  she  protects  thee, 
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to  minister  for  those  who  shall  receive  the  in 
heritance  of  salvation  ?"  (Hebr.  1,  14.) 

41.  And  the  Church,  our  Mother  the  Church, 
"the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth,"   (1  Tim.  3, 
15)  ;  the  Church,  the  seminary  and  novitiate  of 
the  Heavenly  Diocese,  the  Church  of  whom  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  the  soul,  the  Church  with  her 
saints,  her  hierarchy,  her  power,  her  sacraments, 
her  treasury  of  indulgences,  is  she  not  the  liv 
ing  means  of  our  salvation? 

42.  Thus  you  see  that  God  is  His  own  Pledge ; 
He  is  in  you  the  Seed  whose  harvest  He  intends 
to  reap.     Had  you  nothing,  but  your  common 
and  elementary  title  of  being  baptized,  I  should 
tell  you:  You  are  saved  in  principle;  the  prin 
cipal  thing  in  your  salvation  is  effected.     Ah! 
read  it,  your  salvation,  read  it  written  in  God's 
handwriting,  in  every  page  of  your  life:  on  its 
public  and  private  pages,  on  its  joyful  and  sad 
pages;  nay,  read  it  in  its  sinful  pages,  for  even 
out  of  sins,  says  St.  Augustine,  God  wrorks  won 
ders:  sin  is  sin,  but  its  dark  and  hideous  stains 
may  be  wiped  clean  away  and  become  occasions 
for  repentance,  humility,  and  similar  most  win 
ning  and  meritorious  virtues,  beneath  the  mystic 
ray  of  God's  mercy  and  grace.     Sin  is  wicked 
and  evil,   and   remains  so   in   the   unrepenting 

thou  needst  not  fear ;  under  her  guidance  thou  wilt  not 
become  weary ;  if  she  is  favorable  to  thee,  thou  wilt  ar 
rive  safely. 

"What  is  there  in  Mary  to  frighten  human  weakness? 
In  her  there  is  nothing  severe,  nothing  terrible.  To  all 
she  is  gentle ;  she  opens  her  bosom  of  mercy  to  all.  She 
judges  not  past  merits,  but  listens  to  all,  shows  extreme 
mercy  to  all.  She  compassionates  the  needs  of  all  with 
the  widest  mercy." — ST.  BERNARD. 
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soul;  but  many  of  the  most  admirable  and  most 
beautiful  virtues  and  perfections  of  God  could 
not  have  received  outward  expression,  but  for 
sin.  As  a  rain-cloud  helps  to  unfold  the  wealth 
of  color  and  beauty  hidden  in  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  so  human  misery,  even  sin  itself,  serves  to 
bring  into  action  and  to  show  forth  in  marvel 
ous  beauty  many  of  the  attributes  and  perfec 
tions  of  God,  the  existence  of  which  we  other 
wise  would  never  have  divined.  But  for  human 
sin  and  misery,  what  idea  should  we  have  had 
of  the  divine  humility,  forgiveness,  patience, 
forbearance,  longanimity,  mercy,  compassion? 
Behold  your  salvation  in  those  spontaneous 
marks  of  kindness,  those  watchings,  those  helps, 
those  proofs  of  forgiveness  with  which  God  has 
escorted  you  everywhere  and  "  folio  wed  you  all 
the  days  of  your  life."  Above  all,  behold  your 
salvation  in  your  vocation.  See  in  it  a  sign  of 
divine  predilection  and  predestination,  the  basis 
of  a  stronger  hope  and  more  tender  confidence 
towards  God.  ' i  In  the  light  of  Christian  hope, ' ' 
says  Fr.  Egger,  "there  is  literally  no  cloud  but 
has  its  silver  lining;  there  is  no  pang  of  grief, 
disappointment,  or  pain,  but  awakens  a  soul- 
thrilling  hope  of  unutterable,  inconceivable  joy. 
From  the  cradle  to  the  grave  we  are  overshad 
owed  by  the  almighty  providence  of  the  infinite 
Love,  and  surrounded  by  a  mystic  light  of  hope 
shed  on  our  pilgrim  path  on  earth  from  distant 
vistas  of  a  better  life;  no  misfortune  or  disap 
pointment  can  fall  upon  us,  which  is  not  light 
ened  by  some  kindly  ray  of  Christian  hope ;  the 
pillow  of  the  sick  or  dying  is  cheered  by  its  con- 
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soling  radiance,  and  in  its  sweet  light  even  the 
gloomy  portals  of  the  grave  become  irradiate 
with  hope  and  joy  and  consolation,  as  if  set  with 
brilliants  and  transformed  into  the  gates  of 
Paradise !  The  day,  nay,  the  eternity  will  come, 
when  those  who  have  suffered  most  will  bless  the 
days  in  which  they  have  been  afflicted,  and  re 
joice  for  the  years  in  which  they  have  seen  evil ; 
for,  what  they  will  look  back  upon  as  a  light 
affliction  which  lasted  but  a  moment,  will  have 
obtained  for  them  a  surpassing  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory.  The  sufferings  of  this  present 
time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the 
glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us.  What  will 
be  the  beauty  and  sweetness  of  the  eternal  re 
wards  of  patience,  it  is  not  given  to  men  to 
comprehend;  for  eye  has  not  seen,  nor  has  ear 
heard,  nor  has  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man, 
what  God  has  prepared  for  those  who  love  Him. 
All  we  know  is  this,  that  God  will  give  to  all 
His  elect,  especially  to  those  who  have  suffered 
pain  and  bitterness  and  sorrow,  rewards  such  as 
only  a  God  of  infinite  resources  can  bestow; 
rewards  worthy  not,  indeed,  of  the  paltry  service 
rendered,  or  the  puny  pangs  endured,  but  wor 
thy  of  the  great  God  of  recompense,  worthy  of 
His  infinite  power,  worthy  of  His  ineffable  and 
inscrutable  goodness  and  love ! ' ' 
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THE  QUALITIES  OF  HOPE  AND  HAP 
PINESS. 
43. 

"0  days  and  hours,  your  work  is  this: 
To  hold  me  from  my  proper  place 
A  little  while  from  His  embrace 
For  fuller  gain  or  after-bliss. 

"That  out  of  distance  might  ensue 
Desire  of  nearness  doubly  sweet; 
And  unto  meeting  when  we  meet, 
Delight  a  hundredfold  accrue, 

"For  every  grain  of  sand  that  runs, 

And  every  span  of  shade  that  steals, 
And  every  kiss  of  toothed  wheels, 
And  all  the  courses  of  the  suns." 

Hitherto  we  have  merely  beheld  the  jewels 
of  hope.  But  such,  glance  and  such  gaze  have 
not  been  unfruitful,  for  we  have  thereby  ac 
quired  an  exact  notion  of  this  virtue.  We  have 
seen  that  hope  is  the  active  and  inward  con 
sciousness  that  baptism  gives  us  of  our  destiny ; 
the  hunger  and  thirst  of  our  supernatural  being ; 
the  flitting  of  those  wings  which  God  gives  to 
the  soul  when  He  justifies  her ;  the  practical  ir 
radiation  of  faith.  Between  the  heavenly  glory 
and  the  faith  which  begins  to  make  us  capable 
of  receiving  it,  hope  is  what  a  stem  is  to  an  ear. 
Singing  to  us  the  charms  of  God  and  bringing 
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us  a  share  of  His  strength,  hope  is  our  faculty 
of  ascending  into  the  divine  brightness  and 
power.  It  belongs  to  the  essence  of  worship, 
for  it  adapts  us  more  and  more  to  that  adorable 
Trinity  which  it  enables  us  to  honor  and  to  love. 
It  is  a  sort  of  communion  with  the  pilgrim  life 
of  Jesus  on  earth  and  His  progress  towards  His 
Father.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  elementary  and 
temporary  life  of  love.  "  Charity  alone  never 
faileth,"  but  while  time  lasts,  charity  can  not 
be  thought  of  without  hope ;  for,  union,  that  is  to 
say,  the  necessary  end  of  love,  never  being  con 
summated  on  earth,  if  our  love  aspires  no  more, 
union  can  not  exist,  since  to  aspire  is  to  hope. 
No  doubt,  there  are,  in  this  present  life,  for 
those  who  are  journeying  towards  heaven,  mo 
ments  of  divine  rest:  there  are  such  moments, 
because  union  with  God  is  already  actual;  and 
such  union  can  become  so  great  as  to  give  to  man 
a  feeling  of  bliss.  But  these  heavenly  calms  do 
not  endure;  and  their  ordinary  and  holy  out 
come  is  (though  they  leave  in  our  minds  a 
higher  knowledge  of  the  excellence  of  God,  and 
a  clearer  view  of  the  distance  between  Him  and 
us),  to  render  us  more  conscious  of  our  exile 
and  more  desirous  of  reaching  our  goal,  in  the 
realization  of  hope.  It  is  clear  that,  at  such  mo 
ments,  love  drawing  hope  with  its  silken  cords, 
hope  does  not  drive  love :  it  may  even  happen  that 
love  is  no  more  aware  of  hope,  but  hope  is  still 
there,  and  both  hope  and  love  go  together  pari 
passu.  "Hope,"  says  Newman,  "is  the  minister 
of  divine  love,  governing  us  in  its  absence  or 
during  its  minority ;  serving  it  when  it  is  present. 
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In  some  sense,  hope  is  servile  and  self -regarding ; 
bound  and  not  free;  narrow  and  not  universal. 
But  this  servility  of  hope  is  cast  out  by  perfect 
love;  though  hope  itself  grows  pace  for  pace 
with  love.  It  is  the  rational  desire  of  our  own 
highest  happiness  and  of  our  spiritual  develop 
ment  that  makes  us  seek  to  become  unselfish  and 
full  of  self -forgetting  charity.  We  come  to  rec 
ognize  that  our  own  happiness  must  never  be 
the  direct  object  of  our  quest ;  that  is  by  resign 
ing  it,  by  ceasing  to  seek  for  it,  nay,  by  sacri 
ficing  it,  that  we  best  secure  it.  "He  that  seek- 
eth  his  life  shall  lose  it;  he  that  loseth  his  life 
shall  save  it."  Happiness  comes  to  us  as  a  side 
issue  of  a  nobler  end,  and  surprises  us  by  its 
presence  just  when  we  have  at  last  succeeded 
in  putting  it  out  of  our  heads  as  an  object  of 
consideration.  Even  then,  if  we  dwell  on  it, 
caress  it,  foster  it,  and  try  to  retain  it,  it  eludes 
us  like  our  own  shadow ;  so  coy  is  happiness,  the 
child  of  self -forgetting  love.  Their  hope  is  un 
doubtedly  the  keenest  and  strongest  who  have 
tasted  the  peace  of  God  which  passes  all  under 
standing,  who  have  known  the  happiness  of  un 
selfish  love, — if  by  hope  we  mean  placing  our 
whole  happiness,  our  heart's  supreme  treasure, 
in  God.  Hope  is  strongest  when  love  is  strongest. 
The  more  we  realize  the  loveliness  of  God  the 
more  must  we  long  for  Him,  that  is,  long  to  love 
Him  more." 

44.  Now,  should  I  wish  to  qualify  adequately 
the  qualities  of  hope,  an  untold  number  of  words 
were  necessary.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  our  hope 
must  be  cloudless,  tireless,  and  invincible. 
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45.  Cloudless.    "We  say  it  often :  and  it  is  our 
surety,  our  glory,  our  joy:  "We  are  the  sons  of 
light.7'     (Eph.  5,  8.)     Truth  is  the  principle  of 
man's  virtue,  the  primal  source  of  man's  merit, 
the  root  of  man's  sanctity.    Light,  a  divine  light 
presides  over  all  our  actions ;  and  it  is  only  when 
these  actions  are  luminous  that  God  recognizes, 
accepts,  and  rewards  them :  light  is  God 's  eldest 
daughter. 

"He  that  has  light  within  his  own  clear  breast 
May  sit  i'  the  centre  and  enjoy  the  bright  day; 
But  he  that  hides  a  dark  soul  and  foul  thoughts 
Benighted  walks  under  the  mid-day  sun." 

Our  hope  then,  must  be  fraught  with  light. 
It  will  be  so,  if  knowing  exactly  what  we  have 
to  hope  for,  in  whom  we  must  hope,  and  on  what 
conditions,  we  regard  this  three-fold  knowledge 
as  the  constant  rule  of  our  thoughts,  our  feelings, 
and  our  works.  ' '  I  know  whom  I  have  believed, 
and  I  am  certain  that  He  is  able  to  keep  that 
which  I  have  committed  unto  Him,  against  that 
day."  (II  Tim.  1,  12.) 

46.  As  already  stated,  what  we  have  to  hope 
for  is  above  all,  what  our  dear  old  ascetical 
writers  are  wont  to  call  Beatitude  or  Bliss.    Not 
a  human  or  created  bliss,  but  the  uncreated  Bea 
titude  itself,  that  is  to  say,  God,  inasmuch  as 
He  is  His  own  Bliss  and  as  He  communicates 
Himself  to  His  creatures  to  be  immediately  and 
personally  their  happiness.     Doubtless  this  free 
communication  of  absolute  happiness  is  a  created 
fact ;  and  if  we  consider  it  in  the  creatures  which 
enjoy  it,  we  admit  that  this  happiness  is  also 
created.  But  in  itself,  in  its  substance,  its  source, 
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and  its  bestowal,  this  happiness  is  uncreated ;  it 
is  the  intimate  state  of  God,  and  truly  God  Him 
self  ;  and  it  is  because  of  this  that  hope  is  a  theo 
logical  or  divine  virtue. 

"The  saints  of  God  when  on  earth/'  says 
Cardinal  Manning,  "were  as  strangers  and  pil 
grims,  having  here  no  abiding  city,  looking  for 
'the  City  that  hath  foundations,'  no  mere  en 
campment  in  the  desert,  but  Jerusalem,  the  city 
of  peace,  founded  on  the  everlasting  hills,  im 
movable  as  the  Eternal  Rock,  'whose  builder 
and  maker  is  God. '  They  were  as  one  in  a  for 
eign  country  on  some  brief  business,  where  the 
faces,  the  language,  the  ways  are  strange,  un 
congenial,  repugnant;  whose  heart  is  elsewhere, 
who  impatiently  counts  the  days  and  hours  which 
must  pass  before  he  can  gather  his  effects  to 
gether  and  hurry  to  that  goal  of  his  desires 
called  home.  Strangers  and  pilgrims;  strangers 
to  all  around  them,  awkward  and  out  of  place, 
as  one  of  noble  and  refined  nature  whose  lot 
has  cast  him  with  the  vulgar  and  semi-barbarous, 
who,  notwithstanding,  have,  such  as  it  is,  their 
own  curious  code  of  honor  and  etiquette.  Pil 
grims,  moreover,  for  they  never  stay  their  home 
ward  march  for  a  moment,  seeing  in  this  life 
the  ladder  that  leads  them  upward  step  by  step 
to  the  face  of  God,  to  their  patria — the  dwelling 
of  their  Father  who  is  in  Heaven.  And  if  we 
speak  of  this  patria  in  terms  of  place,  as  a  pil 
grimage  from  earth  to  Heaven,  or  in  terms  of 
time,  as  a  passing  from  the  present  to  the  fu 
ture  life,  we  but  figure  forth  the  process  by  which 
the  soul  is  transformed  from  the  death  of  no- 
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thingness  whence  it  was  drawn,  unto  the  fullness 
of  life  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  whither  it  is 
drawn.  For  if  our  Father  is  in  Heaven,  our 
Heaven  is  in  the  Father.  "We  speak  indif 
ferently  of  our  entry  into  God's  kingdom,"  says 
St.  Bernardine  of  Sienna,  "or  of  the  advent  of 
God 's  kingdom  into  us :  for  in  substance  Heaven 
is  the  absolute  domination  of  Divine  love  over 
the  soul  whose  eyes,  first  opened  in  this  dim 
cavern  of  time,  have  been  taught  to  bear  the 
growing  brightness  until  at  last  they  have  dared 
to  fix  their  steadfast  gaze  upon  the  very  source 
of  all  light,  'the  True  Light  which  enlighteneth 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.'  ' 

47.  Ye  who  are  God's  children,  let  not  the 
splendor  of  this  living  Light  grow  dim  within 
you;  take  care  that  your  hope  remain  riveted 
to  it.  Lower  not  the  level  of  your  hope;  limit 
not  its  extent.  Hope  for  nothing  less  than  God ; 
for,  as  Aquinas  so  grandly  unfolds  it,  "this 
goodness  which  makes  God  beneficient  towards 
His  creatures  is  not  less  than  His  very  essence ; 
it  disposes  Him  to  give  us  nothing  inferior  to 
Himself."  Sursum  cor  da! 

Is  not  the  pilgrim's  toil  o'erpaid 
By  the  clear  rill  and  palmy  shade  ? 
And  see  we  not,  up  earth's  dark  glade 
The  gate  of  heaven  unclose  ? 

Since  it  is  God's  design  to  bestow  on  you 
this  thrice  holy  happiness,  let  your  design  be  to 
receive  it;  and  realize  that  such  is  the  towering 
view-point  from  which  He  directs  your  life  and 
molds  your  soul.  If  you  do  not  adopt  that  stand 
point,  the  conduct  of  God  in  your  regard  will  be 
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unintelligible;  nay,  you  will  find  in  it  a  stone 
of  scandal.  If,  on  the  contrary,  you  view  things 
as  God  views  them ;  if  your  heart  delights  in  thus 
regarding  them;  if  you  make  God  the  center 
of  your  hope,  every  road  will  become  smooth, 
and  your  life  with  its  shadows,  vicissitudes,  de 
ceptions,  ruins,  wrecks,  and  miseries  will  be  a 
banquet  which  God  will  provide  for  your  hope. 
You  will  feel — and  with  what  delight! — that 
everything  is  impelling  you  forward,  preparing 
your  final  deliverance,  hastening  the  coming  of 
that  immortal  day  when  you  shall  possess  all 
blessings.  Labor  then  to  attain  this  goal  while 
passing  through  all  those  phantoms  of  paradise 
which  mankind  calls  the  joys  of  earth.  Go  be 
yond  all  that  you  see;  raise  your  thoughts  and 
your  desires  above  what  is  temporal;  use  every 
thing  as  a  stepping  stone.  These  are  "the  holy 
nights"  of  which  St.  John  of  the  Cross  speaks 
so  learnedly.  These  are  the  voluntary  mourn 
ings  which  Christ  has  blessed.  Comfort  and 
ease  are  the  great  foes  of  hope.  The  former 
like  to  rest  and  stop;  the  latter  marches  always 
forward.  Be  faithful  to  the  angel  of  hope;  do 
not  set  aside  the  Pearl  of  great  price;  "receive 
with  joy  even  the  plundering  of  your  goods, 
knowing  that  you  have  a  better  and  permanent 
substance"  (Hebr.  10,  34)  ;  and  "since  you  have 
no  permanent  city,  seek  that  which  is  to  come." 
(Hebr.  13,  14.)  There  is  nothing  which  more 
quickly  and  strongly  may  break  your  inward 
bonds,  destroy  your  vain  desires,  vain  curiosities, 
vain  fears,  vain  vexations,  and  make  you  truly 
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and  totally  poor,  valiant,  holily  indifferent,  and 
sweetly  patient.  But  if  there  is  nothing  which 
can  more  effectually  sanctify  you  than  hope — 
and  it  is  what  Holy  "Writ  tells  us  throughout — 
I  must  add  that  to  cultivate  the  virtue  of  hope 
there  is  no  process  more  simple  and  mighty  than 
to  occupy  your  mind  habitually  with  the  object 
you  hope  for.  It  is  what  David  called  ''to  have 
in  mind  the  eternal  years."  (Ps.  76,  6.)  Have 
them  specially  in  the  mind  of  your  heart :  mente 
cordis.  Alas!  it  is  not  without  confusion  that 
we  acknowledge  what  our  desires  ordinarily  are 
on  the  subject  of  the  beatific  vision.  Their  rarity 
and  coldness  tell  us  only  too  clearly,  how  weak 
is  our  faith  and  how  imperfect  our  hope.  The 
saints  had  "a  desire  and  longing  to  enter  into 
the  Courts  of  the  Lord."  But  "ive  set  it  at 
naught — that  land  of  the  living,"  "that  desir 
able  land,"  "that  tabernacle  where  are  the 
beauty  of  peace  and  confidence  and  wealthy 
rest,"  the  eternal  Land  of  Heaven.  "One  day 
in  Thy  Courts  is  better  than  a  thousand,"  say 
the  saints;  "the  now  of  eternal  being,  better  than 
ages  of  imperfection  and  becoming;  the  joy  of  a 
single  instant  of  divine  rest,  than  the  accumu 
lated  joys  of  an  endless  pilgrimage.  As  the 
hart  longs  for  the  water-springs,  so  longs  my 
soul  after  Thee,  0  God.  My  soul  is  athirst  for 
God  the  strong,  the  mighty;  when  shall  I  come 
and  appear  before  the  face  of  my  God?"  But 
ice  know  very  little  of  these  longings.  "We  feel 
quite  at  home  in  this  world;  and  if  at  times 
death  seems  welcome,  it  is  rather  in  its  negative 
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aspect  as  an  end  of  ills  we  know,  than  as  an 
entrance  into  a  life  which  has  but  feeble  attrac 
tion  for  us." 

48.  Now,  besides  eternal  Bliss,   what  else 
must  we  expect?    As  Milton  says,  "What  other 
reenforcement  can  we  gain  from  hope?'7     We 
must  expect  all  that  is  conducive  to  our  end, 
all  that  corrects,  purifies,  and  lifts  us  up;  all 
that  tends  to  aid  our  growth  in  Jesus;  in  fine, 
grace  under  all  its  forms  and  with  all  its  virtues. 
You  know  those  words  so  true,  so  clear,  so  simple, 
and  so  deep  of  St.  Augustine,  words  which  the 
Church  has  made  her  own  in  inserting  them  in 
the  text  itself  of  the  Council  of  Trent:  "God 
never  commands  anything  which  is  impossible, 
but  in  commanding  He  warns  us  to  do  what  we 
are  able  to  do,  and  to  ask  His  grace  for  what 
we  are  not  able  to  do,  and  He  helps  us  to  be  able 
to  do  it."     Ah!  should  you  have  to  labor,  to 
struggle,  to  suffer,  and  to  die,  if  such  is  God's 
will,  doubt  not  that  He  has  already  in  His  hand 
for  you  the  grace  to  labor,  to  struggle,  to  suffer, 
and  to  die.     Doubt  here  would  be  blindness,  ob 
livion,  and  insult ;  a  wound  inflicted  on  the  Heart 
of  Jesus,  and  a  much  greater  wound  on  your  own 
heart. 

49.  We  must  not  only  expect  from  God  graces 
that  are  necessary  and  essential.    Have  you  ever 
detected  God  giving  only  what  is  indispensable  ? 
Certainly  He  could  do  so,  and  in  so  doing  He 
would  do  what  is  just,  holy,  and  adorable.    But 
does  He  ever  thus  act?     Has  He  done  so  with 
you?     If  you  have  seen  any  semblance  of  His 
acting  in  this  wise,  0  soul,  I  tell  thee  the  day 
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and  hour  that  it  occurred:  it  was  on  the  day 
and  hour  when  thy  hope  waxed  cold.  David 
boldly  says  to  God:  "With  the  pervert  Thou 
wilt  be  perverted"  (Ps.  17,  27) ;  that  is  to  say, 
to  those  who  diminish  their  hope  in  Thee,  Thou 
art  straitened  in  Thy  liberality.  Expect  then 
with  confidence  in  God  the  abundance  of  His 
grace.  He  will  give  it  to  you,  for  such  grace 
is  that  life  of  which  Christ  said:  "I  am  come 
that  they  may  have  life  and  that  they  may  have 
it  abundantly."  Besides,  even  in  the  natural 
universe,  is  not  abundance  the  characteristic  of 
God?  Magnificence  is  everywhere  in  His  works 
and  lavishness  in  His  gifts.  How  much  more  so 
in  the  order  of  grace,  of  which  the  order  of  na 
ture  is  but  the  shadow  and  prelude !  Hope  then 
for  abundance  and  superabundance  of  grace. 
Isaias  says  that  God  is  "bountiful  to  forgive" 
(Isaias  55,  7).  He  is  also  bountiful  to  comfort 
and  to  help.  And  if  David  says  so  often  that 
"he  hopes  exceedingly  in  God"  (Ps.  118,  43)  it 
is  because  the  grace  of  God  abounds  exceedingly. 
(Rom.  5,  20.)  Our  Lord  said  it  one  day  to  St. 
Mechtilda:  "The  more  one  confides  in  Me  and 
piously  presumes  on  My  goodness,  the  more  he 
obtains  from  Me,  for  it  is  impossible  that  one 
should  not  receive  from  Me,  what  faith  caused 
him  to  hope  for."  To  your  patrons,  to  your 
models,  ask  then  what  you  must  expect;  tell 
them: 

"From  your  blissful  thrones  of  glory, 

Look  on  us,  O  ye  elect; 
Tell  us  what  repays  your  combats: 
Tell  us  what  we  may  expect." 
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They  will  answer,  they  will  tell  you : 

"Our  delights  no  words  can  utter, 

Eye  hath  riot  seen,  ear  hath  not  heard; 
Nor  can  mortals  feel  the  pleasure 
That  for  us  God  hath  reserved." 

Say  to  those  whose  robes  have  been  crimsoned 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb : 

"Ye  bright  martyr-throng,  whose  courage 

Never  quailed  amid  the  strife, 
What  is  now  to  be  your  portion 
After  giving  up  your  life?" 

They  will  reply : 

"We  with  waving  palms  all  standing, 

And  with  banners  bright  unfurled, 
Sing  for  ever  Alleluia! 

To  the  Savior  of  the  world. 

"Happy  brides!  in  spotless  garments, 
Close  beside  our  Lord  we  throng; 
Where  the  Lamb  goes,  there  we  follow, 
While  we  sing  the  Unknown  Song. 

"Would  you  come  where  we  have  entered 

Fight  with  all  your  strength  and  power; 
Would  you  live  the  life  eternal, 
Die  to  self  at  every  hour. 

"If  the  path  be  rough  and  thorny, 

At  the  end  all  pain  shall  cease; 
If  the  battle  be  a  fierce  one, 

There  shall  be  eternal  peace." 

50.    Shall  you  expect  from  God  even  tem 
poral  favors?    Yes,  in  the  degree  in  which  they 
concern  your  salvation  and  sanctification.     It  is 
clear  that,  in  themselves,  these  temporal  bless- 
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ings  can  not  be  the  object  of  supernatural  hope : 
yet,  they  may  become  so  by  all  the  considerations 
which  more  or  less  connect  them  with  our  end. 
This  is  why  when  our  Lord  solemnly  promises 
to  hear  our  petitions,  He  makes  no  condition, 
or  reserve;  He  says:  "All  that  you  shall  ask 
shall  be  granted  to  you.  If  you  shall  ask  any 
thing  in  My  Name,  that  I  will  do. ' '  And  in  that 
sublime  and  universal  prayer  which  He  has 
taught  us  and  which  opens  the  gate  of  our  hope, 
out  of  the  seven  demands  which  compose  it, 
there  are  no  less  than  four  which  regard  earthly 
blessings.  But  remember  that  these  temporal 
blessings  have,  for  Christians,  only  a  relative 
value;  that  therefore  to  consider  them  indepen 
dently  of  their  relation  to  eternal  life,  is  to  be 
come  the  victim  of  a  delusion ;  that  to  desire  and 
demand  them  for  their  own  sake  is  to  start  along 
a  false  and  perilous  path;  they  must  ever  keep 
the  character  of  being  additional.  "They  shall 
be  added  unto  you,"  says  our  Lord.  It  is  over 
the  contract,  "as  a  lagniappe,"  as  they  say  in 
Dixie  Land,  that  God  grants  them ;  and  we  must 
be  so  persuaded  of  this  truth,  as  also  of  His 
fidelity,  in  giving  us  all  things  which  are  neces 
sary  or  useful  to  us,  that  when  we  ask  them  of 
Him  with  humble  simplicity,  we  must  put  our 
selves  completely  in  the  hollow  of  His  hand, 
without  even  a  shadow  of  restlessness.  i '  Do  not 
be  anxious  about  your  life  here — what  you  will 
have  to  eat  or  drink;  nor  yet  about  the  clothes 
for  your  body.  Is  not  your  life  more  important 
than  its  food,  and  your  body  than  its  clothes? 
Look  at  the  wild  birds,  they  neither  sow,  nor 
5  65 


THE  DUTY  OF  HAPPINESS 

reap,  nor  gather  into  barns;  and  yet  your  heav 
enly  Father  feeds  them !  And  are  not  you  worth 
more  than  they  ?  Which  of  you,  however  anxious 
he  is  about  it,  can  prolong  his  life  a  single  mo 
ment  ?  What  use  either  is  there  in  being  anxious 
about  clothing?  Mark  the  wild  lilies  how  they 
grow!  They  neither  toil  nor  spin;  yet,  I  tell 
you,  even  Solomon  in  all  his  grandeur  was  not 
robed  like  one  of  them.  If  then,  God  clothes  in 
this  way  the  very  wild-flowers,  which  are  living 
to-day  and  will  be  cast  into  the  oven  to-morrow, 
will  He  not  much  more  do  the  same  for  you, 
you  who  have  so  little  faith?  Do  not  then  ask 
anxiously,  'What  can  we  get  to  eat?'  or  'What 
can  we  get  to  drink?'  or  'What  can  we  get  to 
wear?'  For  all  these  things  the  heathen  are 
eager  about,  and  your  heavenly  Father  knows 
that  you  need  them  all.  But  first  be  eager  about 
His  kingdom,  and  about  what  He  thinks  right, 
and  then  all  these  things  will  be  given  you  in 
addition.  So  do  not  be  anxious  about  to-morrow, 
for  to-morrow  will  have  anxieties  of  its  own. 
Each  day  brings  trouble  enough  for  itself." 

Oh,  ask  not  thou,  How  shall  I  bear 

The  burden  of  to-morrow  ? 
Sufficient  for  to-day,  its  care, 

Its  evil,  and  its  sorrow; 
God  imparteth  by  the  way 
Strength  sufficient  for  the  day. 

51.  To  see  our  hope  in  clear  light,  it  is  not 
enough  to  know  what  we  have  to  hope  for,  we 
must  know  also  in  whom  we  must  hope.  The 
theory  of  this,  we  have  already  dealt  with;  we 
have  seen  that  He  in  whom  we  must  hope  is  God. 
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With  Aquinas  as  a  guide  we  have  learnt  that 
* '  hope  aims  at  God  inasmuch  as  the  good  we  hope 
for  can  only  come  to  us  from  Him  and  through 
Him."  We  are  now  to  draw  the  practical  con 
sequences  of  this  doctrine. 

52.  And  first,  as  to  all  that  regards  your 
salvation,  the  fruit  of  your  good  desires  or  wise 
resolutions,  the  success  of  your  efforts,  your 
progress  in  sanctity,  your  perseverance  in  jus 
tice,  do  not  rely  on  yourself.  Do  not  rely  on 
your  natural  qualities,  your  gift  of  grace,  your 
virtuous  habits,  your  triumph  in  the  past,  your 
proof  of  love  you  have  given  to  God.  I  do  not 
mean  that  you  ought  to  forget  them.  You  must 
remember  them  to  pay  to  God  your  debt  of  grati 
tude  and  to  help  you  to  confide  in  Him.  But 
this  remembrance  of  God's  infinite  goodness  to 
you  must  lead  you  to  hope  in  Him  more  and 
more.  Again,  it  will  be  wise  to  add  to  it,  the 
wholesome  thought,  that  your  grace  and  gifts 
coming  as  they  do  from  God  and  having  there 
fore  a  divine  character,  borrow  also  something 
from  you,  inasmuch  as  they  are  in  you;  on  this 
score  they  become  frail,  corruptible,  easily  lost, 
and  to  such  a  degree  that  although  God  has  given 
them  to  you  to  save  you,  your  weakness  which 
ever  subsists  and  your  malice  which  is  only  dor 
mant,  can  turn  them  into  a  stone  of  stumbling. 
It  is  what  surely  would  happen,  if  God  left  you 
to  your  own  resources.  Take  care  therefore  lest 
vanity,  mingling  more  or  less  with  this  act  of 
your  memory,  should  beget  in  your  heart  pre 
sumption  and  self-love,  and  corrupting  the  pu 
rity  of  your  hope  should  weaken  its  strength. 
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Let  there  be  no  presumption  before  acting,  no 
presumption  in  acting,  no  complacency  in  your 
having  acted.  Separate  yourself  from  your 
hope,  and  strive  to  set  God  alone  in  it;  for  no 
one  can  hope  well,  unless  he  is  profoundly 
humble. 

53.  God  alone  is  your  hope.  Do  not  allege 
beyond  measure  to  Him,  your  unworthiness, 
your  miseries,  your  helplessness;  do  not  draw 
from  them  any  formal  objection  to  His  declared 
Will;  nor  make  them  a  reason  for  entertaining 
a  doubt  in  your  mind.  Of  course,  when  it  is  a 
question  of  employments,  and  specially  of  honor 
able  employments,  you  may  refuse  them  if  they 
are  not  imposed  on  you  by  obedience.  Still, 
there  is  a  certain  way  of  doing  this;  humility 
is  not  another  name  for  cowardice.  Between 
the  claims  of  the  individual  member  and  those  of 
the  whole  body;  between  supernatural  self -re 
garding  tendencies  and  the  demands  of  charity 
and  unselfish  love,  there  are  certain  adjuncts 
which  require  the  repression  and  mortification 
of  the  former.  This  was  the  way  of  St.  Martin 
when  he  prayed,  "Lord,  if  I  am  needed  for  Thy 
people,  I  do  not  begrudge  the  labor ; ' '  and  of  the 
Blessed  Mother  herself,  who  willingly  lingered 
in  exile  after  her  Son's  ascension  that  she  might 
be  to  the  infant  Church  all  that  she  had  been  to 
Him.  Thus  when  God  has  manifestly  signified 
His  will,  there  is  nothing  left  but  to  hope  in 
Him,  to  abandon  yourself  to  Him,  to  devote 
yourself  to  Him,  in  overcoming,  forgetting,  and 
denying  yourself ;  this  is  humility  and  of  a  more 
true  kind  than  that  which  raises  difficulties,  sug- 
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gests  excuses,  and  declines  both  honors  and  bur 
dens,  honores  et  onera.  Hope  then  in  Him  who 
can  do  all  things ;  hope  in  Him  the  more  so,  that 
to  remove  more  surely  the  mortal  sting  of  pride 
from  His  poor  and  dear  creatures  whom  He 
honors,  and  that  no  flesh  may  glory  in  His  sight, 
God  has  the  habit  of  choosing  for  the  perform 
ance  of  His  Designs,  instruments  that  are  weak 
and  which  the  world  condemns.  Nor  is  this  in 
conflict  with  the  truth  that  grace  does  not  des 
troy,  but  perfects  and  supplements  what  is  good 
in  our  natural  character. 

54.  "The  very  finest  tree  in  the  whole  forest, 
with  the  straightest  stem,  and  the  strongest  arms, 
and  the  thickest  foliage,  wherein  you  choose  to 
build,  may  be  marked,  for  all  you  know,  and 
may  be  down  with  a  crash  ere  long."  And  "In 
the  cedars  of  Lebanon  the  sparrows  shall  nest." 
These  are  warnings  against  giving  to  men  that 
confidence  and  faith  of  which  God  is  so  jealous. 
"It  is  the  error  of  little  and  weak  souls,"  says 
an  ascetical  writer,  "to  fly  to  the  cedar  instead 
of  to  the  mountain.  The  stronger  and  wiser  souls 
take  refuge  in  the  Rock  alone,  nor  are  they  sur 
prised,  however  grieved,  at  the  crash  of  the 
cedar,  knowing  how  its  strong  heart  can  be  sec 
retly  rotted  away  by  pride,  while  its  outward 
seeming  is  unchanged."  Do  not  then  count 
much  upon  creatures.  He  who  leans  his  whole 
weight  on  them  leans  upon  broken  reeds.  No 
more  than  you  can  creatures  do  anything  of 
themselves.  All  depend  on  God  who  is  their 
Principle;  consequently  all  have  their  basis  in 
Him.  God  alone  is  essentially  infallible.  "Bet- 
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ter  to  trust  in  Him  than  to  trust  in  princes." 
Far  from  me,  however,  to  say  that  you  must 
give  way  to  that  spirit,  sullen  more  than  austere, 
which  impels  certain  ill-advised  souls  to  declare 
themselves  completely  indifferent  to  all.  Cheer 
fulness  is  kin  to  godliness.  "To  rejoice  in  the 
Lord  always,"  is  a  precept  that  we  must  strive 
to  observe.  Severe  austerity  and  gloom,  or  a 
tiresome  seriousness  in  those  who  make  profes 
sion  of  greater  piety,  is  a  grave  scandal  to  the 
young  and  buoyant  and  healthy-minded,  who 
thus  begin  to  regard  Christ's  yoke  as  onerous 
and  depressing.  There  are  tears  in  all  things, 
and  verily  religious  life  can  not  be  full  of  mirth ; 
but  to  make  it  intolerable  to  the  members  of  a 
community,  it  would  be  enough  to  find  half  a 
dozen  persons  having  an  hypochondriac  charac 
ter.  Their  manner  of  acting  would  be  by  far  too 
disagreeable  to  their  neighbors  to  natter  them 
selves  that  they  are  agreeable  to  our  Lord ;  such 
exaggerated  feelings  are  to  virtue  what  frantic 
bombast  is  to  true  eloquence.  We  need  not  be 
long  with  these  pretenders  to  discover  in  them 
either  hidden  pride  and  spite  or  rooted  bitter 
ness  nourished  by  a  jealous  and  shameful  sus 
ceptibility,  and  an  inordinate  love  of  self :  a  vice 
concealing  its  virus  under  the  mask  of  virtue. 
Such  disdainful  distrust,  such  harsh  hatred  of 
anything  which  is  human,  is  still  more  removed 
from  the  spirit  of  Christ  than  would  be  the  ten 
dency  to  lean  too  much  on  it.  Instead  of  hypo 
chondria,  my  dear  reader,  rather  cultivate  eutra- 
pelia.  You  will  not  find  the  pretty  Greek  name 
of  this  virtue  in  the  dictionary,  but  Aristotle 
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defines  it :  "A  chastened  love  of  putting  out  one's 
strength  upon  others;"  and  Father  Rickaby  says 
that  it  is  "playfulness  in  good  taste,  a  blend  of 
playfulness  and  earnestness."  And  I  say  again 
that  it  is  a  virtue  that  all  pious  souls  ought  to 
practice,  for  they  have  no  cause  for  sadness,  but 
many  reasons  for  rejoicing.  Of  course  they  may 
veil  their  eutrapelia  under  a  serious  exterior. 
There  is  certainly  no  harm  or  hypocrisy  in  sup 
pressing  the  appearances  of  inward  trouble, 
heaviness,  and  depression,  which  we  are  in  some 
degree  subject  to  at  times. 

55.  "What  is  said  by  Jeremias:  "Cursed  be 
the  man  that  trusteth  in  man/'  is  said  by  God, 
and  therefore  can  not  be  contested.  (Jer.  17,  5.) 
But  it  reproves  only  that  human  confidence 
which  ignores  God  and  denies  His  all-powerful 
faithfulness.  And  the  context  shows  it,  for  after 
having  said,  "Cursed  be  the  man  that  trusteth 
in  man/'  the  prophet  adds  immediately,  "and 
maketh  flesh  his  arm,  and  whose  heart  departeth 
from  the  Lord;  he  shall  be  like  the  heath  in 
the  desert,  and  shall  not  see  when  good  cometh, 
but  shall  inhabit  the  parched  places  in  the  wil 
derness,  in  a  salt  land,  and  not » inhabited. 
Blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  the  Lord, 
and  whose  hope  the  Lord  is;  for  he  shall  be  as 
a  tree  planted  by  the  waters,  and  that  spreadeth 
out  his  roots  by  the  river,  and  shall  not  see  when 
heat  cometh,  but  his  leaf  shall  be  green."  St. 
Thomas  gives  us  here  a  golden  rule:  "It  is  cer 
tainly  not  permitted  to  hope  in  men,  or  in  any 
creature  whatever,  as  if  they  were  the  first  cause 
which  could  lead  us  to  beatitude.  We  may  nev- 
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ertheless  put  our  hope  in  men,  as  in  secondary 
agents,  and  as  instruments  able  to  help  us 
to  obtain  the  blessings  which  are  co-ordained  to 
our  end.  Men  are  but  the  instruments  whereby 
God  Himself  loves  us.  All  true  excellence  in 
them  which  excites  our  hope  is  a  partial  aspect 
of  the  Divine  Beauty,  which  they  mirror.  It 
is  God  in  them  that  we  love,  it  is  God  who  loves 
us  in  them. ' '  Hence  our  confidence  in  the  saints 
of  heaven  and  our  prayers  to  them;  hence  also 
our  confidence  in  the  saints  of  this  earth,  since 
in  a  large  measure  God  dwells  and  works  in 
them,  and  with  the  evident  designs  of  acting 
through  them  on  their  brethren.  Hence  also, 
although  in  a  diminished  proportion,  our  confi 
dence  in  all  Christians,  nay,  in  all  creatures :  for 
in  them  all,  and  most  especially  in  man,  there  is 
always,  at  least  in  this  world,  a  part  and  parcel 
of  divineness  on  which  we  can  lean.  And  is  it 
not  to  this  precious  stay  and  support,  though 
imperfect  and  relative,  that  our  dear  Master 
sends  us  all  when  He  says,  "What  father  among 
yourselves,  if  his  son  asks  him  for  a  fish,  will 
give  him  a  snake  instead,  or  if  he  asks  for  an 
egg,  will  give  him  a  scorpion?"  And  see  the 
divine  conclusion  He  draws  from  it:  "Well, 
then,  if  you,  wicked  as  you  have  long  been,  know 
how  to  give  good  gifts  to  your  children,  how 
much  more  will  your  Heavenly  Father  give  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  those  that  ask  Him!''  Place 
your  foot  on  the  ladder,  and  mount  up  even 
to  God:  but  who  will  venture  to  pretend  that 
the  ladder  here  offered  us  by  our  dear  Lord  is  a 
vain  and  deceitful  help  ?  Ah !  poor  human  na- 
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ture  has  defects  enough ;  it  is  laden  enough  with 
miseries:  do  not  arbitrarily  and  unjustly  exag 
gerate  their  number:  do  not  slander  human  na 
ture,  and,  in  the  order  of  virtue,  do  not  be  ar 
rogant,  even  towards  her ;  be  wise  unto  sobriety : 

"Speak  gently  of  thy  sister's  fall: 

Who  knows  but  gentle  love 
May  win  her  at  our  patient  call 
The  surer  way  to  prove?" 

Many  saints  went  through  nature  to  grace. 

56.  Be  wise  in  your  confidence :  we  have  to  be 
wise  everywhere ;  but  be  confident  also,  confident 
with  discretion  and  simplicity.  It  is  an  act  of 
justice  towards  God,  for  He  first  is  honored  by 
such  confidence;  and  it  is  an  act  of  charity  to 
wards  your  neighbor,  for  nothing  opens  the  soul, 
nothing  brings  the  peace,  nothing  feeds  the 
spirit  of  joy,  nothing  makes  unity  so  much  as 
does  mutual  confidence.  Be  confident,  but  know 
beforehand  that  among  your  best  earthly  sup 
ports  in  which  you  place  your  confidence,  you 
will  find  a  hundred  deficiencies :  there  is  nothing 
more  unreasonable  than  to  demand  of  a  creature 
more  than  a  creature  can  give:  you  will  not  be 
entirely  rash  if  you  expect  some  positive  infi 
delity  :  alas !  what  life  is  exempt  from  it,  and  who 
(unless  he  forget  what  he  has  been  with  regard 
to  God  and  to  men)  will  venture  to  be  severe  on 
others  in  this  respect  ?  However,  do  not  let  your 
mind  dwell  much  on  these  considerations ;  think 
of  them  only  in  a  general  way;  and  even  when 
you  do  so,  do  not  fail  to  plunge  your  heart  into 
the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  to  derive  from  Him 
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peace  and  patience  for  yourself,  compassion  and 
kindness  for  your  neighbor.  If  pain  foreseen 
or  unforeseen  comes  upon  you,  be  sure  that  it 
will  bring  with  it  its  own  grace  and  profit.  In 
the  meanwhile  accept  simply  the  supports  that 
God  gives  you,  supports  of  affection,  edification, 
or  direction.  Use  them  with  great  purity  of  in 
tention  and  perfect  liberty  of  heart,  your  own 
will  set  in  the  background.  Add  to  these  holy 
dispositions  a  few  voluntary  sacrifices  and  sub 
mit  yourself  cordially  to  all  the  sacrifices  which 
God's  Providence  will  ask  from  you.  Should 
God  deprive  you  of  your  friends  and  helpers, 
strive  to  sing  the  words  of  Job :  * '  The  Lord  gave 
and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away:  blessed  be  the 
Name  of  the  Lord. ' '  And  if  then  tears  well  up 
in  your  eyes,  be  not  afraid  of  them :  He  who  has 
molded  you  knows  that  yours  is  not  a  heart  of 
stone :  Christ  Himself  has  wept. 

57.  Finally,  to  enlighten  your  hope  perfectly, 
submit  to  the  condition  which  God  Himself  has 
established.  Let  your  hope  be  founded  stead 
fastly  on  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  indeed  the  whole 
reason  of  Christian  hope,  and  "  there  is  no  other 
Name  under  heaven  given  to  men,  whereby  we 
must  be  saved. "  "No  one  goeth  to  the  Father, 
but  by  Him."  He  is  the  Way,  He  is  the  Door, 
the  only  Way,  the  only  Door.  "He  is  able  to 
save  forever  them  that  come  unto  God  by  Him 
self."  He  will  do  whatever  we  demand  of  His 
Father;  and  "that  the  Father  may  be  glorified 
in  the  Son,"  the  Father  will  act  with  the  Son 
on  the  condition  that  we  pray  "in  His  Name." 
The  Church  who  is  aware  of  this  necessary  and 
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immutable  order  of  things,  teaches  and  makes 
it  her  constant  rule.  She  ever  prays  in  the  light, 
by  the  movement,  and  under  the  leadership,  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  "through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  forever  and 
ever. ' ' 

58.  You  understand  the  meaning  of  hope  and 
prayer  "in  the  Name  of  Jesus."     Jesus  is  our 
living  claim  to  the  Father's  favors.    Jesus  is  our 
faithful  and  always  victorious  Advocate.     To 
pray  in  His  Name  is  to  share  in  His  Eternal 
Sonship.     It  is  to  be  imbued  with  that  filial 
spirit  which  says:  "Abba,  Father."    Withal  it 
is  to  comply  with  the  very  advice  of  Jesus.    "If 
you  shall  ask  Me  anything  in  My  Name,  that  I 
will  do." 

59.  "The  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
Him ;  and  by  His  bruises  we  are  healed,  and  the 
Lord  hath  laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 
Toplady  gives  vent  to  sound  theology  when  he 
says  to  Jesus: 

"Rock  of  ages,  cleft  for  me, 
Let  me  hide  myself  in  Thee! 
Let  the  water  and  the  blood, 
From  Thy  riven  side  which  flowed, 
Be  of  sin  the  double  cure, 
Cleanse  me  from  its  guilt  and  power. 

"Not  the  labors  of  my  hands, 
Can  fulfill  Thy  law's  demands; 
Could  my  zeal  no  respite  know, 
Could  my  tears  forever  flow, 
All  for  sin  could  not  atone, 
Thou  must  save,  and  Thou  alone." 

The  doctrine  of  vicarious  atonement  is  the  basis 
of  our  hope. 
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60.  Those  who  have  driven  away  from  them 
the  Holy  Spirit  by  mortal  sin  and  thus  destroyed 
charity  in  their  souls  may  still  hope  and  pray: 
they  have  many  reasons  for  doing  so,  and  many 
means.  But  Jesus  must  be  their  hope ;  asking 
for  mercy  they  must  ask  for  it  in  His  Name,  and 
under  the  impulse  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  As  to 
those  who  are  in  the  state  of  grace,  it  is  evident 
that  hope  having  more  ground  has  also  more 
power.  Jesus  living  in  them  is  a  Light  to  God 
Himself:  "If  you  remain  in  Me,  and  My  words 
remain  in  you,  you  shall  ask  whatever  you  will, 
and  it  shall  be  done  to  you." 

61.  "We  have  said  that,  secondly,  our  hope 
must  be  active  and  tirelessly  so.    "We  must  hope 
as  if  everything  depended  on  God ;  we  must  work 
as  if  everything  depended  on  ourselves.     Such 
work  is  worship. 

"If  little  labor,  little  are  our  gains: 
Man's  fortunes  are  according  to  his  pains." 

How  could  it  be  otherwise,  since  love  itself  must 
labor  to  bear  fruit?  A  virtue  is  a  force  and 
force  means  activity.  Hope  is  therefore  natu 
rally  laborious.  It  is  essentially  a  yearning  vir 
tue  which  lifts  up  its  eyes,  stretches  out  its  arms, 
and  climbs  and  strives.  Labor  is  more  than  its 
law ;  it  is  its  life. 

62.  "We  are  here  to  wrestle,  not  to  reign.    We 
must  work  out  our  hope ;  I  mean,  we  must  strive 
to  preserve,  to  maintain,  to  cultivate,  and  to  de 
velop  our  hope;  we  must  strive  to  make  it  pro 
duce  the  acts  which  it  ought  to  produce.     All 
this  exacts  a  real  labor  and  supposes  more  than 
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one  victory.  Every  supernatural  virtue  is  a  gift 
which  God  confides  to  our  liberty,  "a  talent 
which  we  must  improve  and  trade  with."  All 
that  we  have  may  be  lost  and  everything  in  us 
may  suffer  alteration  and  injury;  pride  and 
neglect,  for  instance,  are  great  agents  of  de 
struction.  Steadiness  which  is  another  name  for 
progress,  implies  on  our  part  a  continually  re 
peated  effort.  Cultivate  your  hope.  It  has  its 
roots  in  faith;  the  thoughts  of  faith  are  its  sap 
and  strength :  watch  that  this  sap  may  be  abun 
dant.  Habitual  meditation,  the  knowledge  more 
and  more  intimate  of  the  mystery  of  the  suffer 
ing  of  Jesus  will  nourish  it  more  than  anything 
else.  It  goes  without  saying  that  prayer  and 
the  Sacraments  are  also  essential  means  of  hope. 
Here  all  things  are  connected  and  there  is  no 
harmony  like  that  of  the  religious  life.1  Yet  I 
can  not  omit  recommending  to  you  particularly 
the  spirit  of  mortification.  Taken  in  the  widest 
sense,  mortification,  in  regard  to  hope,  is  a 
sure,  powerful,  and  indispensable  means  of  cul- 


i  Cfr.  Heuser's  Harmony  of  the  Religious  Life.  The 
work  is  a  little  gospel  of  cheerfulness,  for  religious  pri 
marily,  written  in  an  engaging  literary  style,  under  the 
form  of  an  allegory.  The  author  likens  a  religious  insti 
tute  to  a  grand  organ,  whose  separate  keys  are  the  in 
dividual  members  of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 
The  organist  is  Jesus  Christ  Himself,  the  Divine  Director 
of  the  harmony  of  the  religious  life.  If  this  harmony  is 
to  be  perfect,  the  human  elements  of  the  spiritual  instru 
ment  must  be  in  accord  with  one  another — attentive  to  the 
Master's  directions  and  responsive  to  His  behests.  Fol 
lowing  out  the  figure,  the  music  of  the  Christian  life  is 
the  glad,  willing  service  of  God  and  our  neighbor,  re 
quired  of  every  man  and  woman,  whether  in  religion  or 
not. 
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ture.  Bendering  you  less  earthly,  you  will  raise 
yourself  up  from  the  ground  more  quickly;  it 
will  enable  you  to  fly  more  freely ;  you  will  wing 
your  flight  upwards  more  easily ;  and  these  con 
tain  all  the  movements  proper  to  hope. 

63.  Work  out  your  virtue  of  hope;  and  be 
cause  the  development  of  virtue  depends  espe 
cially  upon  its  exercise,  make  frequent  acts  of 
hope  in  God.    Make  them  when  you  pray,  make 
them  before  you  pray,  make  them  while  working, 
make  them  in  the  hour  of  suffering.    Make  them 
for  their  own  sake,  because  they  are  good  things 
in  themselves.     Make  them  to  honor  God,  His 
beauty,  His  goodness,  His  excellence,  His  fidel 
ity,  His  power,  and  His  providence.    Make  them 
that  you  may  draw  near  to  Him.     Make  them 
to  set  free  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  always  more 
or  less  a  Prisoner  in  your  soul;  make  them  to 
console  Him  for  the  sadness  which  so  often  you 
inflict  on  Him.    '  i  Let  your  heart  be  always  ready 
to  hope  in  the  Lord.     Hope  is  a  principle  of 
strength."     (Cfr.  Ps.  Ill,  7.) 

64.  Labor  also  to  obtain  the  blessings  prom 
ised  to  hope.    Quietism  is  a  heresy.    By  quietism 
I  mean  that  false  doctrine  that  godliness  is  at 
tained  by  withdrawing  the  soul  from  outward 
activities  and  fixing  it  in  merely  passive  con 
templation.      Christianity    is    not    intended    to 
choke  exertion  of  energy;  it  is  the  divine  means 
of  perfection  for  man.     Far  from  annihilating 
our  endeavors,  it  develops  them.    God's  grace  is 
but  the  means  to  carry  out  what  God  wishes  us 
to  do;  it  is  an  advance,  an  incitement,  a  new 
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and  superior  principle  of  power  and  activity. 
The  Holy  Scriptures  describe  it  everywhere,  un 
der  the  names  of  germ  and  seed.  These  words 
speak  of  things  that  are  perfectible.  "It  is 
by  the  grace  of  God  that  I  am  what  I  am," 
says  St.  Paul;  and  "His  grace  in  me  has 
.not  been  void;  but  I  have  labored  more  abun 
dantly  than  all  they;  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace 
of  God  with  me."  Such  is  the  law,  such  is  the 
formula. 

65.  "Labor  as  a  good  soldier  of  Christ." 
Heaven  is  both  a  center  which  attracts  us  and  a 
steep  ascent  which  we  have  to  climb.  ,  "The 
kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth  violence;  and  the 
violent  bear  it  away. ' '    Hence  it  is  that  heavenly 
glory,  which  is  but  the  acme  of  grace  and  as 
such  ever  remains  God's  free  gift,  is  neverthe 
less  called  in  Holy  Writ,  a  salary,  a  reward,  a 
crown:  a  salary  which  is  paid  for  a  work,  a  re 
ward  which  recognizes  a  service,  a  crown  which 
adorns  the  brow  of  those  who  have  fought  the 
good  fight. 

66.  1 1  Sweet  is  rest  when  work  is  done. ' '  But 
if  there  has  been  no  work,  there  can  be  no  rest. 
It  was  the  first  law  that  God  gave  in  Eden, 
Work:  it  is  the  last  blessing  that  He  utters, 
"Enter,  now  that  thy  work  is  over,  into  thy 
rest."     Here  is  thy  place  of  work;  the  great 
garden  of  the  earth  to  be  tilled;  the  great  vine 
yard  of  the  earth  to  be  tended,  and  its  fruits 
rendered,  and  its  waste  places  cleared.     Work, 
till  death  relieve   thee;   then  shalt  thou  have 
earned,  thus  only  canst  thou  obtain,  thus  only 
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couldst  thou  enjoy  thy  rest.  For  the  idle,  for 
the  useless,  for  the  self-indulgent,  there  is  no 
place  in  heaven : 

"For  not  on  downy  plumes,  or  under  shade 
Of  canopy  reposing,  heaven  is  won." 

0  how  pitiful,  how  dreary,  how  unutterably 
despicable  will  appear,  when  the  end  cometh,  a 
life  spent  in  doing  nothing;  how  dreary,  when 
the  end  cometh,  will  appear  the  life  of  the  world 
ling  and  the  sluggard,  the  life  of  the  unlit  lamp, 
and  the  ungirded  loin,  the  life  of  the  buried 
talent  and  the  neglected  vine ! ' ' 

67.  Hope  energetically  in  the  Lord. 

"The  oak  in  the  tempest  grows  strong  by  resistance, 

The  arm  at  the  anvil  gains  muscular  power; 
And  firm  self-reliance  that  accepts  assistance, 

Goes  onward,  rejoicing,  through  sunshine  and 
shower. 

"For  Life  is  a  struggle  to  try  and  to  prove  us, 

And  true  hearts  grow  stronger  by  labor  and  care, 

While  Hope,  like  a  Seraph,  still  whispers  above  us: 

'Look  upward  and  onward,  and  never  despair/  " 

68.  Speaking  of  Faraday,  Tyndall  says  that 
"his  hope  remained  motionless,  while  the  gusts 
and  clouds  of  spray  swept  furiously  across  its 
place,   and  were  dashed  against  the  rock.     It 
looked  like  a  spirit  strong  in  faith,  and  stead 
fast  in  the  midst  of  the  storm  of  passions  sweep 
ing  across  it,  and  though  it  might  fade  and  re 
vive,  it  clung  to  the  rock  as  in  hope  and  giving 
hope.    And  the  very  drops  which  in  the  whirl 
wind  of  their  fury  seemed  as  if  they  would  carry 
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all  away,  were  made  to  revive  it  and  give  it 
greater  beauty."  Even  so,  may  the  bow  of 
Christian  Hope  span  the  tumult  of  your  life. 

69.  Vain  is  our  hope  if  we  do  not  labor  to 
obtain  what  has  been  promised  us.     You  will 
receive,  but  ask  first.     You  will  find,  but  seek 
first.    The  door  will  be  opened  to  you,  but  knock 
first.     It  is  useless  to  speculate  on  the  mystery 
of  your  predestination,  but  as  St.  Peter  says, 
11  Labor  the  more  that  by  good  works  you  may 
make  sure  your  vocation  and  election."     Know 
that  all  things  depend  on   God,  but  work  as 
though  all  things  depended  on  you.     I  do  not 
like  the  line  of  Herbert :  ' l  Help  thyself  and  God 
will  help  thee."    With  Sir  Philip  Sydney  and 
Ben  Franklin,  I  rather  think  that  "God  helps 
them   that   help   themselves."     Still   Herbert's 
words  can  be  understood  in  a  Christian  sense; 
for  though  God  begins  all  our  actions,  it  is  true 
to  say  that  He  never  finishes  them,  unless  we 
concur  with  Him.     " Trust  in  the  Lord,"  says 
the  prophet,  * '  and  do  good,  and  dwell  in  the  land 
and  thou  shalt  be  fed  with  its  riches."     (Ps. 
36,  3.)    Trust  in  the  Lord,  hope  in  Him,  because 
without  Him  you  can  do  nothing;  hope  in  Him 
because  He  is  always  there,  going  before  you, 
moving  you,  sustaining  you,  directing  you.     Do 
then  what  good  you  can,  at  least  the  good  that 
God  requires  from  you,  and  in  which  you  are 
sure  to  be  assisted  by  Him,  and  then  you  shall 
dwell  in  the  Land,  the  Land  of  the  leal,  the  just, 
the  saints ;  and  even  before  your  death  you  shall 
be  "fed  with  His  unspeakable  delights." 

70.  ^What  God  demands  of  you  is,  first,  to 
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remove  the  obstacles,  and  then  to  employ  the 
proper  means. 

71.  Oftentimes  we  regret  that  we  progress 
so  little  in  virtue,  and  we  do  not  perceive  that 
we  fail  to  remove  the  obstacle  to  our  own  prog 
ress.    For  instance,  we  ask  God's  pardon  for  our 
faults,  and  we  nourish  secret  anger  against  our 
neighbor.     We  beg  the  grace  to  love  Him,  and 
we  remain  cold  with  our  brethren.    We  beg  for 
humility  and  kindness,  and  we  have  not  the  cour 
age    to    repress   our   impatience    and   self-love. 
What  then  happens?    God  hears  the  desire  and 
accepts  the  prayer:   His  grace  comes,   for  no 
prayer  ever  falls  to  the  ground,  but  it  comes 
as  a  wave  against  a  rock.    Hope  is  ill-regulated 
and  rash  which  flatters  itself  to   extort  from 
God's  mercy  any  concession  which  goes  against 
His  veracity,  justice,  wisdom,  sanctity.     Purify 
then  your  soul,  at  least,  by  a  serious  repentance 
and  a  sincere  desire  to  give  glory  to  God,  by 
corresponding  with  the  grace  which  you  ask. 
Keep  free  and  open  the  avenues  of  your  soul. 
Remember  that  in  your  dealings  with  God,  little 
causes  are  fraught  with  great  effects  and  may 
hinder  great  designs. 

72.  Remove  the  obstacles  and  employ  the 
proper  means.     Be  like  him  who  said,  "I  am 
not  already  made  perfect,  but  I  am  pressing  on, 
in  the  hope  of  actually  laying  hold  of  that  for 
which  also  I  was  laid  hold  of  by  Jesus  Christ." 
(Phil.   3,   12.)      "Be  ready,  with  your  lamps 
alight;  and  be  like  men  who  are  waiting  for 
their  Master's  return  from  His  wedding,  so  that 
when  He  comes  and  knocks,  they  may  open  the 

82 


THE  DUTY  OF  HAPPINESS 

door  for  Him  at  once.  Happy  are  those  servants, 
whom  on  His  return,  the  Master  will  find  on  the 
alert."  (Luke  12,  37.)  Like  the  Apostle,  "Run, 
not  as  at  an  uncertainty ;  fight,  not  as  one  beating 
the  air."  Observe  faithfully,  constantly,  per 
fectly  your  Rule,  which  is  for  you  the  means  of 
means.  Turn  everything  to  your  good,  culling 
at  each  step,  and  whatever  be  the  plants  along 
your  path,  a  flower  of  progress,  of  virtue  prac 
ticed,  of  grace  increased,  of  glory  merited.  Be 
courageous,  be  generous,  always  thinking  that 
you  "Can  do  all  things  in  Jesus,  who  dwells  in 
you,  and  is  always  your  strength. ' '  Warm  your 
selves  at  the  fire  of  His  doctrines,  drink  the  wine 
of  His  sufferings,  take  and  eat  what  He  has  pre 
pared  for  your  journey  through  life.  Every 
morning  take  up  your  cross  which  is  His  cross ; 
be  firm  in  your  resolution  to  carry  it  till  even 
ing,  and  to  take  it  up  again  next  day,  to  carry 
it  thus  till  death,  having  learnt  of  Him  that ' '  He 
only  will  be  saved  who  perseveres  unto  the  end. ' ' 
Supported  by  such  laborious  and  tireless  hope, 
what  will  you  not  ask,  what  will  you  not  merit, 
what  will  you  not  obtain?  It  is  true  that  you 
will  never  feel  yourself  authorized  to  present 
yourself  before  God  with  the  air  of  a  creditor. 
You  will  approach  Him,  nevertheless,  with  sim 
plicity,  with  assurance,  with  an  open  and  joyful 
heart;  you  will  tell  Him  with  David,  "Behold, 
I  have  loved  Thy  Commandments,  0  Lord; 
quicken  me  Thou  in  Thy  mercy." 

73.  Finally,  your  hope  should  be  invincible. 
On  that  vast  battlefield  which  we  call  the  Chris 
tian  life,  there  is  no  spot  where  the  struggle  is 
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more  violent  than  on  the  ground  of  hope.  And 
indeed,  this  is  easy  to  understand,  since  it  is 
there  that  the  battle  of  our  salvation  decides 
itself.  To  believe  in  God  and  to  love  God  is 
necessary,  but  it  is  hope  that  ripens  faith  into 
love.  Without  hope  our  spiritual  tree  is  but  a 
root  without  a  stem.  Wherefore,  for  one  temp 
tation  that  we  have  against  faith,  we  have  ten 
against  hope.  There  are  hardly  any  sins  by 
which  we  are  so  easily  deceived  as  by  those 
against  hope.  In  many  ways  one  falls  into  them 
and  sometimes  without  knowing  it.  They  belong 
to  those  "secret  sins,"  hidden  sins  of  which 
David  asked  God  to  be  cleansed.  (Ps.  18,  13.) 
Satan  indeed  acts  cleverly  when  he  assaults  us 
on  this  point;  for  if  he  succeeds  in  injecting  the 
leaven  of  distrust  into  the  depth  of  a  heart,  he 
easily  conquers  that  heart;  he  is  "the  spirit 
that  worketh  on  the  children  of  distrust.  Spir- 
itus  qui  operatur  in  filios  diffidentise. "  Eph. 
2,  2.)  Is  it  because  he  is  forever  shut  out  of 
hope  that  he  is  such  a  foe  of  hope?  Or  is  it 
because  hope  is  the  great  means  of  salvation  that 
he  strives  to  destroy  it  in  souls?  Certain  it  is 
that  he  has  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  to  choke 
every  germ  of  hope.  His  pleasure  in  doing  so  is 
akin  to  that  which  he  would  have  felt  in  strang 
ling  the  Child  Jesus  in  His  Cradle.  All  means 
are  good  to  him  for  this  end.  Nowhere  more 
than  here  does  he  strive  to  transfigure  himself 
into  an  angel  of  light.  All  the  divine  perfections 
he  transforms  into  weapons  for  his  own  use. 
In  the  name  of  Sanctity,  in  the  name  of  Love 
itself,  he  tries  to  convince  you  that  after  the  loss 
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and  waste  of  such  an  amount  of  divine  grace, 
discouragement  is  the  only  reasonable  assent  to 
Truth,  and  despair  a  homage  to  Justice.  He 
quotes  the  Bible  and  the  sayings  of  saints;  he 
falsifies  their  meaning  with  so  much  impudence 
that  his  interpretation  seems  a  death  warrant  to 
your  soul.  Well  and  good,  unmask  this  angel 
of  darkness;  tell  him  that  he  lies  and  that  he 
is  "a  liar  from  the  beginning."  Close  your 
eyes  to  his  fantastic  pictures ;  be  deaf  to  his  pro 
posals;  do  not  enter  into  any  argument  with 
him ;  pray  God,  and  that  is  all.  Hope  and  hope 
again  and  always  hope.  Do  not  go  down  the 
slopes;  by  slopes  I  mean  the  abuse  of  self- 
examination  and  the  mania  of  self -regarding ; 
I  mean  the  imprudent  and  over-protracted  con 
sideration  of  the  terrifying  truths  of  faith,  such 
as  sin,  death,  judgment,  hell;  I  mean  the  habit 
of  willful  restlessness;  I  mean  the  scrupulous 
spirit,  the  melancholy  spirit ;  I  mean  the  discour 
agement  after  a  fault  committed;  I  mean  the 
postponement  of  Confession  and  withdrawal 
from  Holy  Communion.  I  say  it  again;  do  not 
go  adown  those  slopes;  they  lead  to  abysses 
whence  only  a  miracle  can  save  those  who  fall 
into  them. 

74.     Should    you    have    grievously    sinned,1 
should  you  have  committed  all  the  sins  of  man- 


i  "The  God  of  loving  kindness,"  says  Blessed  Henry 
Suso,  "is  such  an  inexhaustible  fountain  of  immense 
mercy  and  natural  goodness,  that  never  could  the  most 
faithful  mother  pick  from  the  flames  her  own  beloved 
child  so  eagerly  and  lovingly  as  God  helps  a  man  of  con 
trite  heart ;  even  were  it  possible  he  had  committed  every 
day,  even  a  thousand  times  over,  the  sins  of  the  world." 
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kind,  no  doubt  do  penance,  but  let  your  penance 
be  full  of  hope;  remember  that  it  is  a  heresy 
to  believe  that  a  sinner,  whoever  he  may  be,  is 
beyond  pardon  or  beyond  the  possibility  of  con 
version  ;  remember  that  where  there  is  life,  there 
is  hope;  remember  that  if  Judas  is  lost,  it  is 
not  for  having  sold  Jesus  for  thirty  pieces  of 
silver,  but  for  having  despaired  of  the  Divine 
Mercy. 

75.  Fanciful  and  false  is  the  line  which  Dante 
read  on  the  portals  of  hell: 

"All  hope  abandon  ye  who  enter  here." 

It  is  because  they  have  abandoned  hope  while 
they  were  here  below  that  the  lost  souls  have  to 
enter  that  terrible  abode.  It  was  even  the  same 
with  Lucifer.  And  Milton  speaks  as  a  sound 
theologian  when  he  puts  these  words  of  heedless 
despair  on  the  lips  of  the  fallen  Archangel: 

"All  hope  excluded  thus,  behold  instead 
Of  us,  outcast,  exiled,  his  new  delight, 
Mankind,  created,  and  for  him  this  World! 
So  farewell  Hope,  and,  with  hope,  farewell  fear, 
Farewell  Remorse!  All  good  to  me  is  lost; 
Evil,  be  thou  my  Good." 

76.  Tennyson   also   sounds   the   right   note 
when  he  thus  closes  his  " Vision  of  Sin:" 

"At  last  I  heard  a  voice  upon  the  slope 
Cry  to  the  summit,  'Is  there  any  hope?' 
To  which  an  answer  pealed  from  that  high  land, 
But  in  a  tongue  no  man  could  understand; 
And  on  the  glimmering  limit  far  withdrawn 
God  made  Himself  an  awful  rose  of  dawn." 
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77.  Satan  is  the  stronger  in  his  struggle 
against  our  hope  that  he  has  the  outer  world 
and  the  present  life  as  accomplices.  Life  is 
called  by  Holy  Writ  "A  temptation/'  because 
it  is  the  means  of  our  seduction.  The  Jews  said 
to  St.  John  the  Baptist:  "Art  thou  he  that 
should  come,  or  look  we  for  another?'7  This  is 
the  question  which  human  nature  instinctively 
asks  of  all  the  different  kinds  of  happiness  on 
earth.  And  although,  since  the  Fall  (and  we 
ought  to  thank  God  for  it),  many  miseries  are 
intermingled  with  the  joys  of  the  passing  hour, 
yet  we  must  admit  that  there  is  joy  in  this  world. 
Now  to  each  joy  which  comes,  our  instinct  says : 
"Art  thou  the  bliss  we  are  in  search  of,  or  are 
we  to  look  for  another?"  Art  thou  the  dawn 
of  a  coming  day,  or  the  bright  midday  in  the 
midst  of  which  my  life  is  to  find  its  blossoms 
and  its  fruits?"  St.  John  replied  to  the  Jews: 
"I  am  the  voice  of  one  loudly  crying  in  the 
desert.  But  there  is  standing  among  you,  one 
whom  you  do  not  know,  who  is,  indeed,  coming 
after  me;  but  I  am  not  worthy  even  to  undo 
his  shoe."  It  is  in  the  same  manner  that  grace 
answers  to  nature.  It  says  that  earthly  pleas 
ures,  signs  of  God's  goodness  as  they  are,  are 
but  the  shadows  of  true  happiness;  it  says  that 
true  happiness  is  further  off  and  higher  and 
can  be  reached  only  after  our  death ;  it  says  that 
till  then  we  must  wait  for  it,  and  merit  it  in  the 
meanwhile.  Thus  grace  speaks.  But  how 
strongly  does  the  voice  of  nature  speak  also! 
How  musically,  how  flatteringly !  The  more  so 
that,  as  said  before,  Satan  weighs  upon  this 
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nature  of  ours.  He  is  full  of  cunning  and 
malice.  He  will  suddenly  start  in  our  imagi 
nation  a  fantastic  blending  of  earthly  bliss,  law 
ful  up  to  a  certain  point,  lawful  for  certain 
persons,  and  in  certain  conditions;  possible  as 
suredly,  and  so  near — so  he  says — that  if  we 
will,  we  may  enjoy  it  at  once  and  without  diffi 
culty.  Very  often,  that  this  delusion  appear 
more  fascinating,  he  will  choose  the  time  when 
we  are  exhausted,  harassed,  perplexed.  This  is 
a  crisis,  but  under  the  light  of  the  star  of  hope, 
we  may  pass  through  it  and  triumph  over  it. 
The  Holy  Scriptures  are  "a  bulwark  where  are 
stored  up  a  thousand  bucklers,  all  the  armor  of 
valiant  men,  wherewith  you  may  be  able  to  ex 
tinguish  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  most  wicked 
one."  Arm  yourself  in  this  holy  arsenal.  Say 
with  Solomon  that  "The  laughter  of  the  world 
you  count  error,  and  that  mirth  is  deceitful." 
Say  with  David,  "The  wicked  have  told  me 
fables;  but  there  is  nothing  beautiful  as  Thy 
law,  O  my  God."  "Thy  word  is  a  lamp  to  my 
feet  and  a  light  to  my  paths.  I  have  sworn  and 
am  determined  to  keep  the  judgments  of  Thy 
justice."  "For  what  have  I  in  heaven?  and 
besides  Thee,  what  do  I  desire  upon  earth?" 
"All  the  things  which  once  stood  to  my  credit 
I  have  now,  for  Christ's  sake,  come  to  reckon 
as  loss.  More  than  that,  I  reckon  everything 
else  as  loss,  on  account  of  the  exceeding  value 
of  knowing  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord.  And  for 
His  sake  I  have  lost  everything,  and  reckon  it 
all  the  merest  refuse,  if  I  can  but  gain  Christ 
and  be  found  in  union  with  Him."  "My  soul 
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refuses  to  be  comforted."  I  find  it  better  not 
to  be  comforted  in  a  land  where  my  Master  has 
drunk  but  of  the  torrent  in  the  way.  Therefore, 
0  my  God,  no  joy  for  me  here  below,  only  jus 
tice  and  holiness.  Joy  later  on,  when  I  shall  be 
where  Thou  art,  in  the  land  of  endless  things. 
* '  It  is  when  Thy  glory  shall  appear  that  I  want 
to  be  satisfied." 

78.  Patience  here  is  absolutely  necessary,  for 
such  achievement  is  hard,  and  long  and  tedious 
to  perform.  Moreover,  the  divine  Designs  are 
so  transcendental  that  oftentimes  they  loom  like 
enigmas.  God  does  not  only  permit  the  soul  to 
be  tried;  He  tries  her  Himself:  He  tests  her 
hope  so  far  as  to  exact  nothing  less  than  the 
whole  holocaust  of  the  human  heart,  as  He  did 
unto  Abraham.  God  goes  seldom  to  such  ex 
tremes,  but  He  always  tries  us.  "And  because 
thou  wast  acceptable  to  God,"  says  the  Arch 
angel  Raphael  to  Tobias,  "it  was  necessary  that 
temptation  should  prove  thee."  The  probing  is 
often  of  the  strongest  character.  For  instance, 
God  shows  us  an  aim,  and  forthwith  He  seems 
to  force  us  to  recoil  at  it.  He  opens  for  us  a 
path,  and  at  the  very  first  step  we  take  in  it,  it 
closes  in  upon  us,  or  we  lose  it.  Everything  in 
dicates  that  He  has  appointed  a  day  to  be  with 
us,  and  on  that  day  He  comes  not.  He  com 
mands  us  to  start  some  venture,  while  at  the 
same  moment  He  takes  from  us  all  the  means  on 
which  naturally  we  could  reckon  for  its  success. 
It  seems  that  in  all  that  He  does,  as  in  the  work 
of  Creation,  it  is  a  necessity  for  Him  to  set  out 
from  nothing.  He  ever  keeps  to  this  manner 

89 


THE  DUTY  OP  HAPPINESS 

of  proceeding.  How  many  times  He  even  as 
sumes  the  manner  of  one  contradicting  Himself, 
who  retraces  His  steps  and  alters  His  mind,  in 
a  way  no  reasona-ble  man  would  act  among  our 
selves.  Thus  He  acts  because  "He  refines  us, 
but  not  with  silver ;  He  chooses  us  in  the  furnace 
of  affliction;'7  but  even  when  thus  acting  thou 
raayest  hear  Him  say: 

"Be   patient,   suffering  soul!     I  hear  thy  cry. 

The  trial  fires  may  glow,  but  I  am  nigh. 
I  see  the  silver,  and  I  will  refine 
Until  My  image  shall  upon  it  shine. 

Fear  not,  for  I  am  near,  thy  help  to  be; 

Greater  than  all  thy  pain,  My  love  for  thee." 

79.  0  fathomless  Wisdom,  Thou  playest  at 
all  times,  Thou  playest  in  the  whole  world,  but 
nowhere  as  in  those  children  of  Adam  with 
whom  Thou  takest  Thy  delights.  Who  can  de 
clare  the  order  of  Thy  deeds?  Who  can  declare 
Thy  ways?  To  abandon  ourselves  to  Thy  will; 
to  follow  Thee,  to  smile  to  Thee,  to  adore  Thee 
along  Thy  most  unforeseen,  dark,  seemingly  dan 
gerous  roads,  this  we  must  do;  but  this  we  can 
do  only  in  the  strength  of  Thy  Spirit,  source 
and  substance  of  holy  hope.  As  of  old  Thy 
angel  with  Jacob,  Thou  dost  wrestle  with  us. 
But  even  here  we  must  be  invincible.  And  how  ? 
We  have  only  one  resource,  but  an  infallible 
one.  We  will  oppose  God  to  God,  His  perfec 
tions  to  His  acts,  the  words  of  His  mouth  to  the 
work  of  His  hand,  the  need  of  His  mercy  to  the 
demands  of  His  justice,  His  love  to  His  Sanctity. 
David  was  in  these  dispositions  when  he  said, 
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"  Though  I  should  walk  in  the  midst  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evils,  for  Thou 
art  with  me. ' '  And  Job  also  when  he  exclaimed 
''Though  He  should  kill  me,  yet  will  [  trust  in 
Him."  This  is  what  St.  Paul  calls  " Hoping 
against  Hope/'  Hope  also  in  this  manner. 
Nothing  so  much  strengthens  this  strengthening 
virtue  as  these  hurts  and  heart-rendings ;  and  it 
often  owes  its  perfection  in  us  to  some  supreme 
trial,  in  which  there  was  a  risk  of  its  perishing 
altogether.  St.  Paul  said  it  to  the  Romans :  l  i  We 
glory  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  of  the  sons  of 
God ;  and  not  only  so,  but  we  glory  also  in  trib 
ulations,  knowing  that  tribulation  worketh  pa 
tience,  and  patience  trial,  and  trial  hope,  and 
hope  confoundeth  not." 

80.  If  you  follow  the  path  we  have  outlined ; 
if  you  do  not  cease  to  lean  upon  God,  on  His 
character,  on  His  promises,  on  so  many  pledges 
He  has  given  you;  if  your  hope  is  cloudless, 
laborious,  invincible,  the  result  will  be  that  your 
soul  will  rest  in  a  state  of  security  which  will 
become  the  proper  character  of  your  interior 
life.  Your  hope  will  ripen  into  confidence,  and 
this  confidence  will  become  the  basis,  the  rule, 
and,  as  it  were,  the  soul  of  all  your  dealings  with 
God. 

No  longer  shall  you  feel  as  if  you  had  to  live 
under  a  Master  severe  and  hard  to  please.  No 
longer  shall  you  walk  in  sadness,  but  always 
with  that  peaceful  joy,  which  is  not,  it  is  true, 
that  of  our  heavenly  country,  but  which  is  the 
habitual  and  normal  status  of  those  who  proceed 
in  their  journey  thither,  under  the  sweet  and 
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sure  leadership  of  Jesus.  All  that  God  will  do, 
or  permit  to  happen,  you  will  take  in  good  part, 
"thinking  of  Him  in  goodness."  Never  speak 
ing  evil  of  the  present,  you  will  not  pre-judge 
the  future,  and  you  will  harbor  no  distrust  of 
it.  St.  Paul  described  this  state  when  he  said 
of  Charity  that  "it  beareth  all  things,  believeth 
all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all 
things."  Confidence,  holy  confidence,  is  a  more 
precious  jewel  than  hope;  it  is  the  offspring  of 
an  ever  justified  hope.  It  is  the  priceless  ex 
perience  with  God,  and  the  profound,  loving 
certainty  of  His  faithfulness,  goodness,  and  ten 
derness.  It  is  the  ever  present  sentiment  of 
His  Fatherhood,  and  the  most  perfect  worship 
we  can  offer  Him.  It  is  the  flower  of  true  God 
liness,  redolent  with  grace.  A  confident  soul 
gives  to  God  a  harvest  that  pays  him  for  all  His 
labor.  Within  her  He  takes  His  rest.  God  is 
contented  with  such  a  soul,  for  He  can  now 
content  her  as  He  wishes.  He  is  sure  of  her, 
because  she  is  sure  of  Him.  For  here  all  things 
are  mutual,  and  there  is  nothing  like  confidence 
to  establish  perfect  sympathy  between  God  and 
the  soul.  True  confidence  in  God  is  enough  to 
make  us  saints;  for  the  sanctity  of  a  creature 
is  the  fullness  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  it.  Now 
confidence  attracts  God  unto  us;  it  makes  God 
dwell  in  us,  and  in  abandoning  ourselves  to  Him 
unreservedly  God  becomes  our  King.  To  sum 
up,  a  soul  that  possesses  Christian  confidence 
shares  the  very  filial  relation  of  Jesus  to  His 
heavenly  Father.  She  enters  more  and  more 
into  the  unspeakable  communications  of  Jesus 
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with  His  Father,  and  of  the  Father  with  Jesus ; 
and  such  a  state  is  a  higher  one  than  that  of  our 
first  parents  in  the  bowers  of  earthly  paradise. 

"The  heart  that  trusts  forever  sings, 
And  feels  as  light  as  it  had  wings, 
A  well  of  peace  within  it  springs — 

Come  good  or  ill, 
Whatever  to-day,  to-morrow  brings, 

It  is  His  will." 
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CONFIDENCE  THE  ONLY  WORSHIP. 
BY  FATHER  FABER 

WHAT  has  God  done,  that  His  creatures  do 
not  trust  Him  ?  We  can  not  trust  ourselves,  nei 
ther  can  we  do  without  trusting.  We  can  not 
hang  suspended  in  space  from  nothing  and  over 
nothing.  It  is  plain  we  can  not  trust  each  other. 
Confidence  in  God  is  meant  to  be  the  creature's 
life.  Without  it,  we  had  better  disbelieve  what 
ever  we  do  not  see,  while  we  can  do  no  better 
than  acknowledge  that  all  we  see  is  a  burdensome 
enigma.  But  how  is  life  to  be  lived  without 
confidence  in  God?  We  came  out  of  His  Hand. 
It  is  true  He  has  in  some  sense  loosened  His  hold 
upon  us,  but  it  is  only  for  a  while.  He  will  take 
us  up  again.  We  came  from  Him.  We  are  going 
back  to  Him.  There  are  but  two  eternal  homes. 
They  are  both  the  work  of  His  justice.  One  or 
other  of  them  is  inevitable.  But  one  of  them  is 
rather  an  endless  end  than  a  home.  We  can  not 
fly  from  Him.  We  can  not  hide  from  Him. 
What  shall  we  do,  if  we  can  not  trust  Him? 

Yet  confidence  in  God  is  far  from  common, 

and  an  adequate  confidence  most  rare.    It  would 

be  a  terrible  thing  to  say  that  the  worship  of 

God  was  rare  among  men:  yet  confidence  is  the 
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only  real  worship.  Our  confidence  is  our  re 
ligion.  It  is  the  sweetness  of  life.  It  is  worth 
our  while  to  have  lived,  if  it  were  only  to  have 
known  the  delight  of  trusting  in  God.  But  it 
is  not  our  joy  only.  It  is  our  absolute  necessity, 
and  therefore  belongs  to  the  lowest  of  us.  It 
is  our  only  true  perfection,  and  therefore  belongs 
to  the  highest  of  us.  Let  us  try  to  bring  this 
home  to  ourselves.  It  is  one  of  those  common 
place  things  which  are  of  the  greatest  importance 
and  yet  need  continual  repetition.  When  we 
look  even  at  good  men,  we  see  that  what  they 
want  is  confidence  in  God.  Bishops  want  it, 
priests  want  it,  religious  want  it.  Our  very 
confidence  in  God  is  wanting  in  confidence.  Yet, 
if  confidence  is  the  only  true  worship,  things 
must  be  very  far  from  being  what  they  ought 
to  be,  even  with  the  servants  of  God. 

Let  us  see  then,  first  of  all,  whether  this 
idea  is  anything  more  than  a  devout  exagger 
ation.  There  is  nothing  in  the  world  of  so  much 
importance  to  us  as  God  and  God's  favor. 
Rather,  it  would  be  more  true  to  say  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  world  of  any  importance  at  all 
except  that.  But  in  order  to  gain  and  keep 
God's  favor,  and  especially  in  order  to  be  able 
to  return  His  love,  we  must  learn  and  under 
stand  Him.  He  is  not  simply  a  collection  of  all 
possible  perfections,  a  resplendent  object  of  wor 
ship.  He  is  a  living  Being,  who  is  not  only  in 
the  most  intimate  relations  with  us,  but  who  has 
a  peculiar  character  of  His  own,  upon  which  the 
whole  of  our  love  and  worship  of  Him  is  molded. 
Now,  if  we  look  at  His  character  as  it  is  implied 
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in  any  one  of  His  Attributes,  or  again  in  the 
entire  assemblage  of  His  Perfections,  or  as  it 
is  manifested  to  us  in  action  in  the  pages  of 
Holy  Scripture,  or  as  we  see  it  for  ourselves  in 
the  romantic  providences  of  life,  the  result  of 
our  study  is,  that  confidence  in  Him  is  the  only 
true  worship  of  Him.  But  this  is  not  merely 
the  doubtful  result  of  our  own  investigation. 
He  has  actually  told  us  so  by  His  prophets  again 
and  again.  The  gospel  is  defined  by  St.  Paul 
to  be  an  "access  with  confidence"  to  God.  God 
Himself  vouchsafes  to  seem  as  if  He  made  a 
boast  of  His  fidelity.  He  is  perpetually  calling 
the  attention  of  His  creatures  to  it,  lest  they 
should  not  appreciate  it  rightly.  It  is  out  of 
His  extreme  compassion  for  us  that  he  lays  this 
stress  upon  that  perfection  which  most  invites 
our  confidence. 

It  we  consider  the  results  of  confidence,  we 
shall  see  how  impossible  it  is  to  exaggerate  its 
importance.  "Without  it  there  can  be  no  living 
faith,  because  living  faith,  in  the  religious  sense 
of  the  word,  must  inevitably  lead  to  trust.  There 
can  be  no  hope  unless  we  have  confidence  in  the 
truth  of  Him  who  has  promised.  Charity  is 
equally  impossible  unless  there  is  also  confidence. 
Thus  without  it  there  can  be  no  exercise  of  any 
of  the  three  theological  virtues.  It  is  worship  in 
itself  without  any  further  act,  because  it  is  an 
acknowledgment  not  only  of  some  perfections  in 
Him  whom  we  trust,  but  of  perfections  adequate 
to  the  amount  of  confidence  we  repose  in  Him, 
and  that  amount  is  only  measured  by  fortunes 
and  interests  which  are  eternal,  and  as  nearly 
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infinite  as  anything  belonging  to  the  creature 
can  be.  Moreover,  confidence  in  another  is  the 
surrender  of  self.  We  sit  down  no  longer  under 
our  own  shadow,  but  we  go  and  rest  beneath  the 
sovereignty  of  God.  Confidence  in  Him  is  the 
legitimate  expression  of  our  sense  of  responsi 
bility  to  Him.  It  is  the  perpetual  loyalty  of 
conscience.  The  interior  dispositions  which  it 
produces  in  us  are  childlikeness,  simplicity,  and 
calmness  of  spirit.  Without  these  dispositions 
perfection  is  impossible,  and  without  confidence 
in  God  these  dispositions  are  impossible. 

Now,  it  must  be  remembered  that  we  are  not 
treating  at  present  of  the  sweetness  of  this  con 
fidence,  or  of  the  beautiful  motives  to  it  which 
multiply  themselves  daily  on  the  path  of  life. 
The  subject  is  so  attractive  it  is  hard  to  keep 
from  it.  The  mysterious  delight  which  the  Cre 
ator  is  pleased  to  take  in  the  trust  of  His  crea 
ture  would  fill  a  volume  by  itself,  if  we  took 
it  up,  and  turned  it  round,  and  held  it  in  dif 
ferent  lights,  and  touched  with  it  all  the  affec 
tions  of  our  hearts  one  after  the  other.  But  at 
present  we  have  a  drier  task  before  us.  It  is 
to  show  the  importance  of  this  confidence  in  God. 

Few  persons  are  aware  of  the  extent  of  their 
own  deficiency  in  this  respect.  Most  persons  take 
the  matter  so  completely  for  granted  that  they 
do  not  suspect  themselves,  and  therefore  do  not 
examine  themselves  on  the  subject.  There  is 
something  so  monstrous  in  not  trusting  God, 
that  we  should  have  thought  it  must  be  a  rare 
thing  among  good  people.  But  experience 
teaches  very  differently.  Many  aim  at  perfec- 
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tion,  and  few  attain  it.  In  almost  every  case 
the  reason  of  the  failure  is  the  want  of  confidence 
in  God.  Many  persons  live  for  years  always  in 
tending  to  begin  to  form  habits  of  prayer,  or 
habits  of  particular  examination  of  conscience, 
and  never  really  begin  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  The  real  cause  of  this  procrastination 
is  want  of  confidence  in  God.  Men  try  to  give 
up  habits  of  sin,  and  either  intermit  their  efforts, 
or  abandon  them  entirely,  through  want  of  con 
fidence  in  God.  When  a  man  is  scrupulous,  it 
is  mostly  from  want  of  confidence  in  God.  Our 
knowledge  of  our  own  misery,  which  makes  us 
brave  when  we  have  confidence  in  God,  makes  us 
cowardly  and  mean-spirited  when  we  are  desti 
tute  of  that  confidence.  Many  persons  take  up 
supernatural  views  of  things  as  intellectual  con 
victions;  and  yet,  when  they  are  thrown  into 
circumstances  which,  as  it  were,  compel  the 
acting  on  these  principles,  we  behold  not  a  ves 
tige  of  them  in  their  conduct.  This  also  is  a 
result  of  want  of  confidence  in  God.  We  really, 
far  more  than  we  believe,  look  at  religion,  at 
prayer,  and  at  grace  as  if  the  whole  was  a  lot 
tery,  or  something  like  it.  A  real  believing 
prayer  is  by  no  means  common.  This  is  prob 
ably  the  reason  why  such  an  immensity  of  prayer 
seems  unanswered.  Many  men  content  them 
selves  with  a  mere  indeterminable  hope,  which 
can  never  carry  heaven  by  storm  as  confidence 
does.  Let  us  look  into  ourselves  and  see  if  we 
really  have  true  and  solid  confidence  in  God. 
Many  remain  beginners  all  their  lives,  because 
they  have  not  confidence  in  God. 
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I  have  said  that  in  our  position  it  is  the  only 
true  worship.  First  of  all,  we  are  ignorant — not 
only  ignorant  of  much  which  we  should  like  to 
know  yet  can  do  without  knowing,  but  ignorant 
also  of  much  which  it  deeply  concerns  us  to 
know.  What  can  we  do  but  trust  our  ignorance 
to  the  light  of  God's  wisdom?  He  knows  what 
He  wants  of  us;  He  knows  what  He  intends  to 
do  with  us;  He  knows  the  evil  we  might  do, 
and  the  evil  we  shall  do.  We  know  hardly  any 
thing  of  these  important  questions.  We  must 
trust  Him.  Even  if  there  were  any  risk  in  trust 
ing  Him,  there  is  no  help  for  it.  We  are  also 
feeble.  We  have  to  cope  with  three  tremendous 
worlds,  the  huge  material  planet,  the  crowded 
world  of  men,  and  the  invisible  world  of  spirit. 
Besides  this,  we  have  the  management  of  our 
own  selves — at  best  a  perilous  and  dubious  affair. 
Our  means  are  so  limited  as  to  look  absurd. 
Our  strength  is  little  more  than  infantine.  What 
can  we  do  better  than  trust  our  weakness  to  His 
stupendous  power?  Then,  again,  our  unworthi- 
ness  is  more  in  excess  than  our  weakness.  It  is 
hard  to  vilify  our  nature  as  it  deserves,  yet 
dangerous  to  vilify  it  at  all.  Self  is  deserving 
of  our  uttermost  contempt,  only  that  no  con 
tempt  is  safe.  It  merits  our  hearty,  honest 
hatred;  but  we  must  trust  God  first  before  we 
can  hate  ourselves  aright.  It  is  only  when  we 
are  sinking  overhead  in  His  mercy  that  our  un- 
worthiness  does  not  impair  our  confidence.  Yet 
what  can  we  do  with  the  comparative  infinity 
of  our  unworthiness  but  trust  it  to  the  absolute 
infinity  of  God's  compassion?  Our  sins — they 
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are  in  one  sense  indelible.  They  are  objects  of 
fear  to  us  even  after  they  are  forgiven.  They 
are  not  forgotten.  We  must  hear  of  them  again 
one  day.  We  must  be  confronted  with  them. 
The  nearest  approach  to  getting  rid  of  them  is 
to  trust  them  to  God's  justice.  It  is  a  fearful 
venture;  but  there  is  the  Precious  Blood.  As 
to  our  eternity — an  interest  almost  too  big  for 
creatures  so  little,  an  interest  which  we  can  not 
think  of  without  trembling — He  knows  already 
what  it  will  be:  yet  we  must  trust  it  to  His 
silence.  Thus  it  is  that  confidence  meets  the 
necessities  of  our  position,  while  it  comes  near 
est  of  all  things  to  satisfying  the  requisitions  of 
God's  magnificence. 

But  what  is  this  confidence?  What  is  its 
nature  ?  How  do  we  define  it  ?  It  is  not  a  mere 
feeling:  it  is  rather  a  faith.  But  it  has  some 
thing  more  than  faith  in  it :  it  is  a  kind  of  sight. 
It  adds  to  hope  the  character  of  assurance.  It 
goes  beyond  a  common  habit  of  charity,  and 
appears  to  have  some  distant  affinity  with  con 
firmation  in  grace;  and,  however  distant,  such 
an  affinity  is  incalculably  precious.  It  is  rather 
the  result  of  our  whole  religion  than  the  off 
spring  of  any  one  virtue.  It  makes  us  familiar 
with  God;  yet,  rightly  considered,  it  is  rather 
a  form  of  reverence  than  a  form  of  familiarity. 
It  is  what  comes  of  the  fear  of  God  when  that 
fear  is  wholly  a  grace.  It  is  the  beauty  of  heav 
enly  fear.  It  is  also  no  less  a  form  of  humility. 
It  is  humility  in  its  exact  balance,  not  sinking 
into  cowardice  on  the  one  hand,  nor  mounting 
into  presumption  on  the  other.  Confidence  is  the 
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manliness  of  an  humble  soul.  It  is  also  the 
strength  of  love — not  its  effort,  or  its  impulse, 
but  its  abiding,  constitutional  strength.  It  is 
love  chastised,  and  therefore  equable  and  stead 
fast.  It  is  so  eminently  its  nature  to  be  practi 
cal  that  it  can  never  remain  only  a  sentiment, 
or  a  pathos,  or  an  inward  smoothing  of  the 
soul.  It  breaks  out  into  action,  as  if  it  could  not 
be  kept  in;  and,  like  the  bodily  vigor  of  youth, 
it  is  often  scarcely  conscious  of  its  own  exertions. 
Moreover,  it  is  the  happiness  of  religion,  that 
sunshine  in  which  perseverance  is  comparatively 
easy,  that  light  in  which  all  the  virtues  combine 
properly  and  have  ample  room  and  fair  play, 
the  atmosphere  in  which  delusion,  discourage 
ment,  and  indiscretion  are  to  our  relief  least  at 
their  ease.  It  has  also  the  same  irresistible  ten 
dency  to  prayer  which  it  has  to  action.  It  is 
almost  prayer  itself,  that  unintermitting  prayer 
of  which  the  gospel  speaks,  and  which  of  all 
things  commanded  looks  the  most  like  an  im 
possibility.  But,  more  than  this,  it  seems  to 
make  direct  prayer  the  necessary  center  of  the 
soul.  It  is  always  gravitating  to  prayer.  A  soul 
possessed  with  this  confidence  feels  an  uneasiness, 
and  has  a  sense  of  being  held  back,  when  it  is 
not  at  prayer.  No  sooner  is  the  pressure 
of  distracting  occupations  removed  than  it  al 
most  insensibly  glides  into  prayer.  It  has  no 
vacant  time,  because  its  spare  time  is,  as  it  were, 
naturally  prayer.  It  does  not  so  much  strive 
to  pray  as  it  lapses  into  prayer.  Last  of  all, 
although  it  is  more  congenial  to  some  natural 
dispositions  than  to  others,  it  is  peculiarly  a 
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gift  of  God;  and  not  a  natural  disposition;  yet, 
more  than  most  gifts,  it  has  to  be  earned  like 
wages.  It  is  essentially  a  grace;  yet  no  grace 
has  more  of  the  nature  of  an  acquisition. 

If  this  be  so,  how,  then,  is  it  to  be  acquired? 
"We  will  see — remembering  all  the  while  that  it 
is  a  grace,  and  not  a  pure  acquisition,  of  which 
we  are  speaking.  We  might  almost  say  that  all 
the  practices  and  experiences  of  the  spiritual  life 
concurred  to  form  this  confidence  in  our  souls. 
It  is  true.  Nevertheless  there  are  certain  things 
which  have  more  to  do  with  it  than  others;  and 
we  shall  now  enumerate  some  of  these. 

The  thought  of  God  is  very  broad.  It  is  not 
so  much  a  thought  as  a  world  of  thought.  It  can 
not  be  thought  in  one  thought.  Hence  the  im 
portance  of  systematic  and  formal  meditation 
on  the  Divine  Perfections.  We  have  seen  that 
our  confidence  in  God  depends  greatly  on  our 
knowledge  of  God.  We  must  have  made  His 
character  familiar  in  prayer,  in  order  to  ground 
and  root  our  confidence.  Meditation  on  the  At 
tributes  of  God  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  chief 
means  of  acquiring  the  grace  of  confidence.  To 
this  we  must  join  meditation  on  the  mysteries 
of  Jesus.  Neither  thought  nor  reading  nor  the 
ology  will  ever  adequately  bring  home  to  us  the 
breadth  of  redeeming  grace,  or  the  depth  of  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  the  Incarnation.  Is  it 
not  our  own  experience  that  the  more  we  think, 
the  harder  salvation  seems,  while  the  more  we 
pray,  the  easier  it  seems?  In  order  to  have 
confidence,  we  must  know  God.  But  this  is  not 
enough :  we  must  know  Him  in  Jesus  Christ.  It 
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is  only  eternal  life  to  know  Him  when  we  know 
also  His  Son  whom  He  has  sent. 

All  our  spiritual  exercises,  of  whatever  na 
ture  they  may  be,  are  so  many  means  of  acquir 
ing  confidence  in  God.  They  all  let  us  deeper 
down  into  Him.  They  all  unfold  more  and 
more  of  the  nature  of  grace  and  of  the  poverty 
of  our  own  nature.  They  all  bring  experiences 
of  Jesus  in  the  soul;  and  each  of  these  expe 
riences  is  a  new  ground  of  confidence  in  Him. 
Our  simple  perseverance  in  anything  good  is 
a  process  of  augmentation  of  our  confidence. 
Outward  temptations  help  us.  They  frighten 
us  away  from  self-trust.  They  make  us  better 
acquainted  with  our  possibilities  of  sin.  They 
reveal  to  us  in  an  alarming  manner  the  vigor 
and  the  unweariedness  of  the  spiritual  powers 
which  are  arrayed  against  us.  They  lead  us  to 
try  all  methods  of  keeping  right,  and  we  exhaust 
them,  and  find  that  only  confidence  in  God  wears, 
endures,  and  succeeds.  Inward  trials  lead  to 
the  same  result,  only  still  more  swiftly  and  more 
infallibly.  God's  arms  are  more  closely  folded 
round  us  in  interior  trials  than  in  the  sensible 
sweetnesses  of  His  consoling  visitations.  A 
much-tried  man  is  always  a  man  of  unbounded 
faith,  and  of  a  confidence  in  God  which  looks, 
to  us  of  lower  faith,  superstitious  in  little  things 
and  presumptuous  in  great  ones. 

We  also  acquire  confidence  in  God  by  exer 
cising  confidence.  It  produces  itself,  and  multi 
plies  itself  while  it  strengthens  itself.  Direct 
prayer  for  the  grace  is  likewise  an  obvious  means 
of  its  increase.  Examination  of  conscience, 
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which  burrows  under  self -trust  and  takes  the 
ground  away  from  under  it,  increases  our  con 
fidence  in  God  by  the  vivid  manner  in  which  it 
shows  us  the  necessity  of  it,  through  the  vision 
of  our  own  nothingness  and  sin.  Sacraments,  es 
pecially  carefully-prepared  confessions,  have  a 
peculiar  power  to  increase  and  reinforce  this 
gift.  The  same  may  be  said  of  spiritual  sweet 
ness,  the  tendency  of  which  is  to  produce  a  holy 
languor,  wherein  self -trust  is  distasteful  and  we 
long  to  lie  down  and  rest  in  God.  "Stay  me  up 
with  flowers ;  compass  me  about  with  apples ;  be 
cause  I  languish  with  love.  His  left  hand  is 
under  my  head,  and  His  right  hand  shall  em 
brace  me.7'  Such  is  the  language  of  the  Spouse 
in  the  Canticle.  A  special  devotion  to  the  Provi 
dence  of  God  which  seems  to  have  possessed  the 
souls  of  some  of  the  modern  saints  as  a  scarcely- 
conscious  protest  against  a  false  philosophy,  is 
another  means  of  acquiring  confidence  in  God. 
Even  temptations  against  the  faith,  which  trou 
ble  it  so  terribly,  leave  an  increase  of  it  behind 
them  when  they  go,  like  a  legacy  from  an  unkind 
relation.  But,  above  all,  the  habit  of  working 
for  God  only,  of  doing  our  good  for  Him,  and 
caring  little  about  its  success,  and  of  doing  it 
secretly — which  we  instinctively  do  when  we  do 
it  only  for  Him — is  the  royal  road  to  confidence 
in  Him.  Here,  you  see,  are  a  variety  of  means 
by  which  we  can  acquire  great  riches  of  this 
blessed  and  indispensable  confidence. 

Let  us  think  a  little  of  the  practice  of  it. 
The  constant  profession  of  it  must  be  a  great 
part  of  prayer.     It  is  so  completely  a  part  of 
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the  worship  due  to  God,  that  we  must  profess 
it  even  when  we  do  not  sensibly  feel  it.  It  must 
be  in  us,  if  we  believe.  We  must  extend  it  to 
everything  which  happens  to  us.  All  the  events 
of  life,  all  the  things  of  this  outer  world,  must 
come  under  its  influence.  In  truth,  there  is  good 
reason  for  it,  because,  after  all,  human  wisdom 
and  worldly  prudence  are  nearly  as  impotent 
in  the  common  affairs  of  life  as  they  are  in  our 
spiritual  welfare.  Is  it  not  our  experience  that 
is  is  always  God  who  does  things  for  us,  even 
those  things  which  we  seem  to  do  most  for  our 
selves?  Much  more,  then,  must  all  our  interior 
life,  with  its  mysterious  phenomena  and  fluctu 
ations,  be  brought  under  the  sovereignty  of  this 
tranquillizing  yet  animating  confidence.  It  must 
overflow  in  our  hearts  from  God  upon  all  His 
appointments,  as  our  Blessed  Lady,  the  sacra 
ments,  the  blessings  of  the  Church,  the  office  of 
the  priest,  and  the  like.  We  must  trust  with  a 
special  trust  all  that  belongs  to  God  or  looks  like 
Him.  Our  trust  must  be  incessant,  universal, 
prudent,  and  bold.  In  divine  things  there  is  no 
prudence  which  is  not  bold.  It  must  live  and 
work  in  the  dark  as  briskly  as  in  the  light.  It 
must  distrust  itself.  It  must  be  gay,  playing 
blithely  with  difficulties;  for  difficulties  are  the 
stones  out  of  which  all  God's  houses  are  built. 
Of  a  truth,  our  whole  generosity  with  God  is 
nothing  more  than  the  measure  of  our  confidence 
in  Him,  To  sum  it  up  in  one  word — in  the 
pursuit  of  sanctity  confidence  is  progress. 

Now,  how  does  the  matter  stand  with  our 
selves?    We  have  been  trying  to  get  rid  of  some 
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tiresome  habit  of  venial  sin.  We  resolve  against 
it;  yet,  while  we  make  our  resolutions,  we  do 
not  believe  we  shall  ever  be  able  to  keep  them. 
We  accuse  ourselves  of  it  at  confession,  and 
make  not  only  a  distinct  act  of  sorrow  about  it, 
but  a  distinct  purpose  against  it,  and  yet  we  feel 
sure,  down  in  our  minds,  that  we  shall  bring  the 
same  self-accusation  to  confession  again.  So  the 
habit  clings.  All  this  is  because  we  are  lacking 
in  confidence.  If,  from  confidence  in  God  and 
not  in  self,  we  believed  we  should  never  commit 
the  sin  again,  probably  we  should  not  commit 
it  again.  We  have  fallen  for  want  of  faith  in 
grace.  Let  us  take  another  case.  We  desire  to 
form  certain  habits  of  devotion — it  may  be,  the 
habit  of  particular  examination  of  conscience. 
Now,  no  one  can  tell  how  burdensome  this  is, 
until  he  has  tried  it.  It  is  a  great  restraint,  and 
a  continual  one.  Some  considerable  amount  of 
mortification  is  often  necessary  in  order  to  per 
severe  in  it  under  adverse  circumstances.  We 
give  it  up,  as  if  the  original  taking  of  it  upon 
ourselves  had  been  an  indiscretion.  We  give  it 
up,  and  thereby  forfeit  untold  graces,  simply  be 
cause  we  have  not  confidence  in  God.  So  it  is 
with  bodily  mortifications.  We  abandon  those 
we  have  begun,  because  we  can  not  believe  we 
shall  ever  persevere  in  them.  Or  we  exercise  an 
infelicitous  discretion,  and  shrink  from  commit 
ting  ourselves  to  trifling  austerities,  whose  grace 
would  have  been  anything  but  trifling,  simply 
because  we  are  deficient  in  confidence  in  God. 
We  thus  alter  our  standing  in  heaven  forever. 
Indeed,  as  I  said  before,  all  generosity  with 
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God  depends  upon  confidence  in  Him.  It  is  the 
same  with  our  outward  works  of  mercy  when 
they  are  environed  with  difficulties.  Saints  made 
their  way  through  impossibilities ;  we  turn  aside 
rather  than  attempt  to  brush  a  cobweb  away. 
We  turn  out  disappointingly  under  temptations, 
and  in  interior  trials,  for  the  same  reason.  We 
do  perhaps  a  tenth  of  the  work  for  souls  which 
we  might  do.  All  this  happens  because  of  our 
insufficient  confidence  in  God. 

0  that  we  could  inspire  each  other  with  more 
confidence  in  grace  as  a  certain  aid  and  an  un 
failing  foundation!  Happy  is  he  who  makes 
one  other  man  trust  God  more  that  he  did  be 
fore  !  He  has  done  a  great  and  influential  work 
in  creation.  Happy  we,  if  we  know  how  to 
trust  God  as  He  should  be  trusted!  A  child 
with  his  mother  is  full  of  innocent,  respectful 
liberties.  He  never  doubts  of  gaining  his  end. 
He  never  anticipates  a  refusal  till  it  actually 
comes,  no  matter  how  often  it  has  come  before. 
He  was  refused  yesterday;  so  he  feels  sure  to 
day.  If  refused,  he  persists  with  the  persuasions 
of  a  not  disobedient  love,  and  argues  with  a 
playful  smile.  When  he  is  definitely  refused, 
he  goes  up  to  her,  and  kisses  her,  and  runs  away 
as  happy  with  his  mother's  affectionate  will  as 
if  he  had  got  what  he  wanted.  So  must  we 
venture  to  be  with  our  eternal  Father. 
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